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Commentary by Steven A. Sayles 

2!i E,·"y '0 or"". we ,,,c;vc " 
') telephone c<l ll from <I s ub · 

scri her phwn ing a tri p to Eu­
rope or the NC:l r E;tst. and in­

vari, thly the ea ll er is inlCrcSlCd in Ihe 
r ules ,lIld reg ulation s rega rding Ihe 
pun:hase and/or e)(po rt o f anci e nt 
coi ns a nd artifacts frol11 the particu lar 
cou ntry tn question. 

We have discussed Ihis suhject in 
various art icles and eti il(lria ls in Ihe 
pas l, so we '1 1 o n I y present a hrief over­
view here. The laws vary wide ly from 
country IiI cnunl fy . In most CO Ulltries 
in Ihe eastern ,lilt! soul hern Med iter­
ra nean region. incl uding lla ly. Greece. 

• • 

and its owner is unknown, it ca n he 
declared Treasure Trove <lnd hecOlnes 
Ihc property of the CrOwn. in prac­
tic e . this means thai museum s <Ire 
g ive n the opportu nit y to acq ui re the 
find. If they choose to do so, thc finder 
i.-; paid fu llmurket value (assessed hy 
the independe nt Treasure Trove Re­
viewing Committee); if not, th e Objcd 
is re turned [to the finde r l." 

The curre nt law, which is mediev<ll 
in origin, has some sho rtcomin gs Ihal 
concern the British gove rnm e nt. Al ­
though it may seem that Ihe purpose 
of the law is sol e ly (0 offer Dritish 
museums ri ght of first re fusal in ac-

«An atmosphere of cooperation . .. ;s a realistic~ 
sensible approach to a complex issue. " 

Bu lgaria. ,\Ill! Tu rkey, i( is techni cally 
illegal to export co in s or ant iqu ities. 
Coins carl nnen he purc hased from 
de,tlers, o r from !tlurist hazaars a nd the 
like. hu t thcir export,n ion is il legal 
nonethel ess . 

Other countri es do perm it the e)(­
rorlalion (lfC(li ns a nd nr( if:1cts , and in 
so me c,lse~, hobby ists using meta l de­
tec lo rs h,lve heen respons ihle fo r large 
numbers of find s. It is we ll known 
amon g the de lec\()risl grou ps Ihal Brit­
ain ha s onc of th e most reasonable 
po licies regardi ng the finding and e)(­
port,ll io n o f co ins , the Treasure Trow 
law. Recently, the Treasure Bi ll has 
heen proposed hcfore the Orit is h leg­
islature. Th is bi ll, supported hy the 
govern me nt, introduces some in te rest­
ing ch:lnges to the Treasure Trove policy. 
and warrants fun her d iscussion. 

Unde r the c urre nt law of Treasure 
Trove. ··objects made o f go ld or s ilve r 
arc requ ired 10 he rep(Hted to the Coro­
ner. I f an ohjee t hos bee n de liherately 
huried with the inten tion of recovery, 

quiri ng fi nds, in ac tuality the record­
ing of finds is of even greate r concern . 
F,lilure 10 report finds often resul ts in 
the irretrievahle loss o f v.lluable :lr­
chaeological in format ion. 

Additionally, seve ral gaps ex ist in 
the current law. For exa mple, Trea­
sure Tro ve on ly concerns itself wi lh 
gold or s ilver ite ms. Thus, hase me tal 
coins fall outsid e the scope or th e leg­
is lat ion. One o f the proposed changes 
would close th is gap, e)(te nding pro­
tection to all coin hoard s over 300 
years old regardles s of composition 
(except in cases of fewer than I () hase 
mctal pieces), and also 10 all ohjeets 
o the r than coins that arc ,:.( least 300 
years ol d and have a min imum pre­
c ,ous metal content o f 5%. 

Oth er proposed changes involve 
eli minating the test o f intent ional con­
ceal me nt , si mp li fying the ta s k of 
Coroners hy giv ing them gre,lIer d is­
cretion in ca ll ing inquests. and eOl­
powering the Sec retary of Swte \0 is­
sue a Code of Pract ice relating to re-

wards for treasure (the code would sti ll 
have to he approved by the Bri ti sh 
Parliament). 

Two options ex ist for the estahlish­
ment o f a Code of Practice. The first 
would involve a vol untary code fo r the 
repo rt ing o f finds, while the second 
would constitue a statutory duty to rc­
port. The position o f the Brit ish gOv­
ern ment is th at "a vol untary Code of 
PnlC tice. co mbined with lim it ed re­
form of the law of Treasure Trove, rep­
rese nts the best and most prac ticable 
way forward. " 

A voluntary code does have several 
:ldvon tages. First. it would not require 
primary legislat ion to enact, and thus 
its implementation wou ld he possible 
muc h more quickly than a statutory 
du ty to report. Additionally, th e costs 
of implemen ting a vo lu ntary code 
would be lower. 

;\ compu lsory reponin g sys tem 
should ma ke it eas ier 10 contro l the 
trade in objects wh ich have come into 
the market illegally throu gh being re­
moved from the ground wtthout the 
knowledge of the landowner. How­
ever. a compul sory system would be 
more d irri cult to enforce, and cou ld 
possibly encourage the de velopme nt 
o f a blac k market in antiqu ities. 

Na tio na l Heritage Mi nister Lord 
Inglewood commented that " ] am con­
vinced the best way to e ncourage find ­
ers to report their disco veries is to e ll­
sure that they can he confide nt that 
th ey wil l receive full market value for 
the objects. " 

We who leheartedly agree . An at­
mosphere of cooperat ion between 
i"inders and the governme nt . with vo l­
un ta ry reporting encouraged by a re­
sponsib le reward policy. is a real isti c, 
se nsible approach to a complex issue. 
Olher nations wou ld do well to con­
si der the benefits of such a policy. 

The Treas ure Trove Re viewi ng 
CommiUee's annual report, which in ­
cl udes Ihe locat ions and composi tions 
o f numerous finds, is avai lable for 
£2.95. "Portable Amiquities: A d iscus­
sion document" provides further infor­
nmtion about the proposed c hanges to 
Treasure Trove, and is available free of 
charge. Ooth publications can be ordered 
from Heritage Division, Department of 
National Heri tage, 2-4 Cockspur Street, 
London SWI Y SOH. 

CJ/'" C,lato, i, named fo, and dedioated to tfz~ ooin die ~en:paun"".fanti'luity .. 
wfzo,e ",t w"ain, a, powmfu! and app~"!inB today ihil,' tfzeitow.n ti7'~ . :i .. > . . ... .. 
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Editing error 
Thanks for printing my piece on the 

f lorin and for the yea r subsc ription. I 
studied in Florence in the eighties while 
pursuing degrees in art history and 
engineering, so it is qu ite gratifying to 
see my words in print pertaining to the 
city. 

I would like to make one obse rva­
tion about the printed version of the ar­
t icle which may need some clari fica­
tion. The end of a sentence was left 
out which I th ink changes its historical 
accuracy. Specifical ly, the "as playe rs" 
was dropped from ". . characterized 
by frequent warfare between the de ­
veloping nation-states and the church 
as players." The final version gives the 
impression that the church, Le. the 
Pope, was frequently at war with his 
neighbors, which I don' t th ink is quite 
right. As you know, the church's role 
in the poli tics of the period also in ­
cluded diplomacy/mediation , instiga­
tion, manipu lation, as well as that of 
puppet or pawn in its dealings with 
secular pri nces. The "as players" part 
of the sentence suggests this wider in-

volvemenl versus a purely mil itary op­
posit ion between church and slate 
wh ich was less often the case . 

Actually, Christianity and the church 
were the main unifying forces in West­
ern Europe after the fall of the empire 
wh ich I think accounts in part for the 
conflict between church and state 
(competition). 

One good example of a warrior­
Pope was Jul ius II, who restored the 
Papal Slates to the church in the early 
16th century. He was also a patron of 
Raphael and Michelangelo (famous 
ninja turtles) . Anyway- I know my 
point is minor-it's interesting how a 
simple editing of the language changes 
meaning- however minor. 

Again, I'm th rilled that you printed 
the piece- keep up the good work. 

Don McKenzie 
Indiana 

(Yes, it is interesting how a simple lan­
guage change can affect the meaning 
of an author's work. The editing was 
done at our discretion, and in this case 
it seems that we erred. Our apologies 
for the confusion.) 

Not getting catalogues 
For several years I have asked deal­

ers to represent me at various Eu ro­
pean auctions versus submitting a writ­
ten mail bid. However, by doing th is 
the auction house does not know that I 
have placed a bid and made a pur-

QUOTES FROM THE PAST 
"Quat capitum vivunt, totidem studiorum milia." 

(For every thousand souls there are a thousand tastes_) 

Quintus Horatius Flaccus (Horace), 65-8 B.C. 
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chase at the sale. What steps should I 
take to make them aware that I am an 
active bidder in order to remai n on the ir 
lists? I also do not receive a list of 
prices realized, which would be handy. 

Many dealers now charge for cata­
log subscriptions or have a minimum 
amount of purchase that is required for 
a free subscription . Again, if a dealer 
bids on behalf of a cl ient, the client 
loses out because the auction house 
doesn't know who the real customer is; 
the cl ient doesn't get "credit" for pur­
chasing; and the c lient also doesn't get 
prices realized . 

P.D. 
Virginia 

(Auction catalogues are usually quite 
expensive to produce, and many firms 
have justifiably adopted the practice of 
charging fees for them, or re qu iring 
minimum purchases . Th is practice 
tends to weed out the individuals who 
only coliect nice catalogues, and don't 
actually buy any coins . The policy of 
each individual f irm is different. If your 
purchases do not meet the minimum, 
then you have little choice; you must 
pay fo r the catalogues and prices real­
ized. If you fee l that your purchases 
meet the minimum, then you have two 
opt ions. First, you can request the 
catalogues and prices realized through 
the dealer who represents you. Your 
auct ion representative should ha ve 
enough information regarding your pur­
chasing history to request that your 
name be added to the auction house's 
mailing list. Alternative ly, you can con­
tact the auction house directly. Ex­
plain ing the si tuation to the auct ion 
house should bring satisfactory resu lts, 
although you may be asked to provide 
examples of coins that you have pu r­
chased, along with the name of the 
dealer who represented you . You'll 
have to do th is for each auction house 
that you purchase coins from. It all 
depends on the level of your pur­
chases. An auction house must bal­
ance the expense of producing cata­
logues with the desirability of provid­
ing good service to a regu lar customer. 
If you are indeed a regula r customer, 
getting calaogues and prices realized 
shouldn 't be a major problem.) 

Not a Basileus 
Regarding Daniel Lieuwen 's letter 

in the June Celator, hene was not a 
Bas ileus but a Basilissa. 

S, Bendall 
England 
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The signed 
"bronzes of Syracuse 

by Emilio N. FalJorito 

Is th ere a masterwork signed by 
Killlon. Euainclos, Euk1cidas, Phry ­
gillos or Exakcstidas hiding in your 
collection without your knowledge'! 
"No way I", I wou ld expect you'd say. 
And. yo ur rca<.:t io n would be entirely 
understandable . Lcl me suggest. how­
ever. that your re sponse just nllgfll he 
wrong! 

Coins from the hands of these mas­
ter artists occupy a spec ia l p lace in the 
artisti<.: legacy left to us hy the ancient 

Greeks. They arc amo ng the most 
beau ti ful, sought aft er, and highly 
prized (not to mention-expensive) 
works of ancient numismatic ar t. It is 
IInimaginable, you say, that sig ned 
coins by these masters could pass 
through the hands of experienced nu· 
mismatists without idcmification! 

Your incredulity-if such is your 
reaction- is also understa ndahle. I 
know how I felt on the morn in g I was 
to give a presentation al the sympo­
sium o rgan ized by the Ameri can Nu ­
mismatic Society and the Socie ty 
Historia NUlllorurn in conjunction with 
the first Boston Inte rnational Numis -

The Russian Sale 
A MAIL-BID AUCTION fealuring a highly importanl 

collection of coins from Ancient Russia to the Soviet Union 

This collection was assembled with great 
attention to the rarity and quality of the material 

Estimates ranging from $50 to $10,000 

We will attempt to make this catalog an important 
reference for current and future collectors 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS: 
o Five sitver ingots (bars) from the 11th-14th C. o Coins from Feudal Russia 

o An extensive group of Jefim~ i , mainty on rare European Talers o Two gold coins of Sophia 

o A Quat1er Rouble of Alexei Mikhailovich. An original strikingl o Square beard Token. 1725 
o PATTERN and PROOF issues of Imperial Russia o Great selection of brockages 

o Copper square plate· money 1/4 Rouble 1726 o AND A LOT MORE __ . 

NO BUYER's FEES - Late August closing 
A thoroughly researched and fully il lustrated quality catalog is available now for 

$10 (USA & Canada) and $15 (Overseas). This fee is relundable with your purchase. 
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DMITRY MARKOV Coins & Medals 
P.O. Box 950, New York, NY 10272 
Ph. # 212/385-8661 Fax # 212/349-1743 

matic Convention. It was about 5am 
that morning that 1 disco vered the sig­
na ture of Kimon on a coin which I had 
acquircd ovcr a year earlier! 

My announcement of the discovery 
at thc symposium was accompanied 
by a fceling of elation tempered by a 
concern that the co mbination of lack 
o f sleep, the early hour, and the pend­
ing presentation had Icd my eyes to 
engagc in an embarass in g exercise in 
wish fu lfillment. I am pleased (and 
relieved) to report that the signature 
which r bel ieved I could see at 5am 
that fateful morn ing. was still there 
later that evening. More impo rtant ly, 
it has since been observed hy numer­
ous eyes other than mine. And at last 
year' s sy mposium al the secon d Bos · 
ton [nternationa l Numismatic Conven· 
tion , I was able to include photographic 
enlargements of the signature in my 
presen tation on "The Art of the An­
cient Die Masters" 

The in cident described ahove, how­
ever. was not the firs t time I had dis­
covered an unidentified signature! 
Three years earlier . while still at the 
table of the very knowledgeable nu ­
mismatist from whom I had just ac­
quired n lovely lillie work of numis­
mat ic art, I spied the signature of 
Eukleidas (or Euninetos- discussed 
below) woven into the design of the 
coin. 

What importa nt fea ture do the two 
signed coins dis<.:ussed nhove, and all 
the signed coins discussed below, have 
in common'! They arc all hmnzecoins. 
[n addition, they were all minted nt 
Syracuse. 

If the existence of bronze coins 
signed hy the same masters who ex­
ecuted the fabulous facing head of 
Arethusa on the Syrncusan tetra­
drachms (Kim on), or the most imi­
tated of all ancient coins-the Syra­
cusan decad rachm of Euainctos with 
the head of Arethusa crowned with 



reeds-comes as news to you, you 
have plenty of com pany. Judging by­
among ot her things-the reaction to 
my presenlalions at the two sympos ia, 
the ex istence o f bronze coins sig ned 
by these masters is not widely appreci­
ated. 

For the reasons d iscussed below, 
that shou ld probably not have come as 
a great surprise. This article will re­
view the evidence for signed bronzes 
and provide the information you will 
need to determi ne if you too are har­
boring und iscovered maste rworks. It 
will also sol icit your assistance in an­
swering the question- just how rare 
are these signed bronzes? 

The Signed Types 
The s igned works we wlll consider 

arc confined to the five coin types 
descri bed below. All five were issued 
at Syracuse. Three of the five Iypes 
arc relatively common.- The fi ve types 
are: 

Head of Arethusa, left / Quadripar­
tite incuse square with star at center. 
Hereinafter " Incuse Square" (Sear I 
1185, ANS2 394-402, Favorito3 74, 
Calciati4 16- 18). 

2 Head of Arethusa, left / Octopus. 
Here inafter "Arethusa left/Octo­
pus" (Scar 1188, ANS 389-392, 
Favorito 6, Calciati 14- 15). 

3 Head of Arethusa, le ft / Wheel of 
fou r spokes. Hereinafter " Wheel " 
(Scar 11 86, ANS 403-4 14. Favorito 
75, Calc iati 19-23). 

4 Head o f Arethusa. leftl Dolphin and 
scallop shell. He re inafter "Dolphin 
and ScnllopShell" (Sear 11 87, ANS 
4 15-425, Favori to 15, Calciati 24-
28). 

5 Head of Arethusa, faci ng I OCtOpu s. 
Hereinafter "Facing Head" (Scar 
-, ANS 385-388, Favori to 8, 
ClI1ciali 29). 

How Rare Are They? 
As noted above, three of the types­

the "Incuse Square" , "Wheel", and 
"Do lphin and Scallop Shell"-are 
qu ite common. With one exception, 
however, signed speci mens appea r to 
be qui te rare. Whethe r they arc as 
scarce as the dirth o f such coins in the 
num ismatic literature, published col­
lections. and the num ismatic market­
place would see m to indicate , is a 
matter whic h I expect the responses to 
this artic le to begi n to help resolve. 

There arc a num ber of reasons to 
suspect that there may be spec imens, 
published and unpublished. in both 
public and private collections, whose 
identifications as sig ned bronzes have 
been overlooked. 

The "signatures", which consis t of 
the first on e to th ree letters of the 
artist's name, are rarely co nspicu­
ous, and can be so well in tegrated 
in to the design of the coi n that they 
escape observation unless one knows 
a) to beon the look ou l. b) what to be 
on the look out for, and c) where to 
be lookin g. 

2 Eve n modest wear, accumulation of 
patina, or chemical reaction by the 
surface me tal uf lhe co in is capable 
of obscuring thc signature's exist­
ence. ma kin g detection difficult 
even to an alert observer. As is well 
know n, bro nze coins are much 
more prone to these ki nds o f diffi­
cult ies than arc coins of si lver o r 
gold. And si nce the particular coins 
involved arc all small in size, typi­
cally have seen ex tensive circula­
tion (an d thus are cons id erab ly 
worn), and arc frcquent ly struck on 
"short" !lans andlor off-ce nter, the 

"detection" problem I S often com­
pou nded. 

3 In contrast to the coinage in s ilver 
and gold, remarkably little scholas­
tic attention has bee n paid to the 
signed bronzes. Nothing remotely 
approaching a comprchensi ve analy ­
sis or adic stud y has been att empted. 
The limited number of specimens 
wh ich have been published in scat · 
tered loca ti ons and var ious lan­
guages have typically been only sum­
marily described. som eti mes not 
even includi ng the location of the 
signature. 

4 Photographs of signed specimens in 
wh ich the s ignature is disce rn able to 
the observer arc quite difficult 10 

come by. Very few exist. 

Given the difflcult ies of detect ion 
and the overal l lac k of avai lable infor­
ma tion, a lac k of awareness of the 
existence of such coi ns is understand­
able. And given tha t lack o f aware­
ness , 1 would not be surprised to learn 
of in stances in which sper.:imens have 
gone unrecognized . What is im pos­
sible 10 answer at thi s time, is to what 
extent- if at a ll- this lack of recogni -

iffilebiebal 
~ilber $7 

Curious about medieval as a natural complement to 
your ancient collection, but don ' t want to invest 
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Figure 1 
Signed bronze of the "Incuse Square" type. The signature is thought 

to be that of Euainetos. Author's collection. All photos enlarged. 
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tion has been a factor in the great 
apparent rarity of most of these coins. 

We will now consider each of the 
five types, and review theevidence for 
signed coins of each type . 

The Ineuse Square Type 
The "Incuse Square" type is the 

exception to the statement above that 
signed specimens appear to be rare. 
Not only is the type not uncommon, 
hut prohahly half of the specimens I 
have examined bear traces orthe single 
letter "E" in the right fi e ld behind the 
neck of Arethusa. Althoug h there arc 
a number of other known master art­
ists with th is initial . Euainctos is the 
master thought to be responsible for 
these coins. The conc lusion is based 
hoth on stylistic considerations, and 
on the attribution to Euainetos of the 
only other coin type similarly signed­
the 50 litrae Syracusan gold pieces 
depicting a young male head (fre­
quently identified as the river-god 
Anapos).5 fi gure I is a signed speci ­
men from the Favorito collection. 

R. Calciati6 has noted a correlation 
which can servc as a hclpful diagnos­
tic in identifying signed dies of this 
type. The star on the re verse occurs in 
two varieties- a star of eight rays and 
a star of sixteen rays. The signed 
obverse dies tend to correlate with the 
reverse dies with the eight-ray stars. 
The correlation is not as absolute as 
Ca1ciati suggcsts-signed obvcrsedies 
paired with reverses with sixteen-ray 
stars do exist7-but the observation is 
useful nonetheless. 

Euaine tos is not the only master 
artist reported for thi s type. but the 
evidence for the other masters is less 
certain, and 10 a certain extent con­
fused. 

Both the catalogue of the British 
Museum and A. Mini's MOliere Antiche 
di BrOIlW della Zeccha di Siracusa 
(Palermo 1977) describe coins/types 
purportedly bearing the signature of 
the master artist Phrygillos. 

Two specimens in the British Mu­
seum (BMC 241 and 242) arc reported 
to he signed "clJPY" (both, inc idently, 
are paired with reverses with sixteell­
ray stars). From thedescriptions, how­
ever, it is not entirely clear where the 
signature is to he sought. BMC 241 is 
descrihed as follows: "Female head 1.. 
wearing earring and sphcndone, orna­
mented behind with star of eight rays, 
and hav ing in frollt <fJPY. indistinct" 
(emphasis added) . BMC 242 is de­
scribed as similar to BMC 241, except 
fo r the addition of the ethnic -+ 
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" :LY RA" on BMC 242. Docs "i n fron t" 
mean in fron tofthc head or in the front 
of the sphe ndone? M in i only adds 10 
the confusion. According 10 M ini the 
location of the s ig nature on BMC 242 
is behind the neck. 8 I am not certai n, 
however, how rel iable a source M ini 
is . The coin ill ust rated as his Type 3a 
is described as "con cfl (rest a di 
(I>PY ?)". The enlarged photograph of 
the co in, howeve r, plainly shows noth­
ing more tha n an o rdinary HE" (not <1» 
in the field behilld the neck! The 
reverse of the Mi ni coin , by the way, is 
a star of eight rays. 

Unfortunately, the Brit ish Museum 
ca talogue provides no photographs . 
Although BMC 242 is photographed 
in Barclay Head ' s "On the Chrono­
logical Sequence of the Coins of Syra­
cuse",9 it is not possible \0 ascertain 
from the photograph whether or wh ere 
such a signature is p rese nt. Unfo rtu­
na tely , Head does not descr ibe the coin 
in the article. 

As there are no other reported speci· 
mens ofPhrygillos ' signature on coi ns 
of the " Incuse Sq uare" type . it isd iffi ­
cult to co nfirrn that they actually exi st. 
Any addi tional in formation or insights 
would he welcome by the au thor. 

Although not reporti ng any "Inc use 
Square" type specimens signed by 
Phrygil los, Caleiati docs report single 
speci mens purportedly signed "EY", 
" Y (A ?)", and " I " , in the right field 
behind the neck. iO 

If confirmed, the presence of the 
second !cuer in the "EY" signature 
could be relevant to the identity of the 
"EY" ar ti st on the "Wheel" co inage, 
discussed below. Ca lci ati's identifi­
cation of the eight-ray star-which is 
present on the sphe ndone in this speci­
men-as "probably the mark of the 
sign ature of Euainetos " is, however, 
unwarrallled . The eight -ray star on the 
sphendone worn by Arethusa is a de­
ta il defi n ite ly not exc lu sive to 
Euainetos. 1 1 

The si ngle reported " Y (A '!)" speci­
men docs not appear convincing, al­
though a photograph is no substi tute 
for the ab ility to observe the coin it­
self. 

The single identi fi ed "1"' specimen 
does appear to be so signed . Whether 
or not thi s is an abbreviated form of 
the signatu re of the "1M" artis t dis­
cussed helow, it is not possible to say . 

Th e Arethusa Left/Octopus Type 
The denomination of the " Inc use 

Square" type is that of a hemili tron, 
i.e. hal f o f a 12 "ounce" litra. The 



three-ounce piece, or tetras (one-fourth 
lit ra) con temporaneous with the 
"Incuse Square" type is the "Arethusa, 
left / Octopus" type. In common with 
its associated hemilitron , these pieces 
also may bear the singl e letter "£", fo r 
Ellainctos, in the right field behind 
the nec k of Arethusa . The letter is 
clearly visible in the specimen pub­
lished by Mini .12 On severa l of the 
specimens published in Calciati traces 
of the letter arc also evident. And I 
have very recently corne into posses­
si on of a very clear ly sign ed specime n 
(Figure 2). 

Calc iati impl ies that all specimens 
of\he type are signed. It is more likely 
that the type consists of signed and 
unsigned dies-as is the case with the 
lncuse Square hcmiJitron with which 
It is as sociated. The specimen frolll 
the Virzi collection, 13 is but one which 
appears to betray no trace of a signa­
ture , despi te be ing in a high state of 
preservation and beaut ifully ph oto ­
graphed. I have al so examined seve ral 
other speci mens which appear to lack 
any trace of a sig na ture . 

On the other hand, importan t speci · 
men s of the type with a signature have 
heen puhl ished in which Ihe signature 
has gone unnoted. Although the cata­
loguer of the Laffaille collect ion noted 
the presence of Ihe signature on the 
hemilitroll (#213), its presence on the 
tetras (#211) appears to have been 
overl ooked! 14 Ir you have a copy of 
the sale catalogue, examine the photo­
graph of #211 th rough a S x lens. In the 
ficld behi nd the neck there appears 10 
he an "E" . In common with the Mini 
and several oflhe Calciali specimens, 
the "Eo, is tilted at approximate ly a 4S 
degree angle. 

No other a rt ists are alleged ror th is 
coin type. I have, however, exami ned 
a spec imen with a slar of eight rays in 
the right field. No specimen fitting 
this description has been publi shed to 
my kno wledge . 

The Wheel Type 
In Illan y respec ts, t he " Wheel " type 

coinage is the most important of the 
signed ty pes. Dies signed by at least 
three master art ists - Phrygillos. 
Kimon , and Euklcidas or Euainetos 
(see discussion helow)- are known. 

The dies executed by Phrygillos 
arc all signed "<DrY" . Placement of 
the signature varies. In the absence of 
a dolphin, the signature occu rs in the 
field hehi nd the neck of Arethusa. On 
speci mens with a dolphin in the rield, 
the signa tu re occurs on the sphendon e 

Figure 2 
Signed bronze of the "Arethusa, left / Octopus" type. The signature is 

thought to be that of Euainetos. Author's collection. All photos enlarged. 

Miinzen und Medaillen AG 
1942-1996 

For 54 years we have been serving 
collectors of Ancient Coins ... 

and we would like to serve you too! 

• Monthly Illustrated Fixed Price Lists· 
• Public Sales· Appraisals· Buying and Selling· 

• Large Stock in All Price Ranges· 

Please contact: 

Miinzen und Medaillen AG 
P.O. Box 3647 • Malzgasse 25 
CH - 4002, Basel, Switzerland 

Tel. (061) 272 75 44 Fax. (061) 272 75 14 

July 1996 11 



Figure 3 
Signed bronze of the "Wheel" type. The signature is thought 
to be that of Kimon. Author's collection. All photos enlarged. 

Figure 4 
Signed bronze of the "Wheel" type. The signature is thought to be 

that of Euainetos or Eukleidas. Author's collection. All photos enlarged. 

12 The Celator 

co nfi ning the hair a t the back of the 
head. 

The best specimen of the fo rmer 
variety (signature in field I no dol­
phin) is that published by G.E. Rizzo 
in MOl/ete Creche Della Sicilia. 15 
Mi ni 16 also references specimens pub­
lished by Giesecke 17 and Forrer, 18 as 
well as the two specimens in the 
Fitzw ill iam MuseumlLeake Col1ee­
tion .19 As for Caleiati, of the five 
specimens without dolphin alleged to 
be signed,20 it is not possible to dis­
cern the signa ture on any of them. 
Specimen 12 docs, however, appear to 
be a die match with the Rizzo specimen. 

The second variety (signature on 
sphendone 1 dolphin in field ) is rep­
resented by the following spec imens: 
Rizzo 43, 19; C. Bochringer21 39,36; 
ANS22 #412; and Fi tzw illiam #1286. 
Of Ihe four specimens listed in 
Caleiati,23 the signa ture is clearly 
discernable only on the Cammarata 
specimen (19 fr 4 ). 

The rarest of 1 he sig ned coi ns of the 
"Wheel" type arc those by Kimon. 
Figure 3 is the coin. referred to at the 
outset o r th is article, on which I "dis­
covered" the signature of Kimon on 
the morning army symposium presen­
tation. r was advised at that sympo­
siu m by Dr. Leo Mildenberg that a 
second speci men resides in a private 
European collection. These two, how ­
ever, are the only specimens for which 
I can vouch! Although I have seen 
dozens of coins which g i ve the appear­
ance of being fro m the same hand , I 
have not seen, nor do I know, of any 
others with a verified signaturc!24 

On the Fav orito specimen the !et­
ters "KI" can be read counterclock­
wise in the right field behind the neck 
of Arethusa. Portions of a possible 
th ird letter- presumably "M"- occur 
right at the edge of the nan tab. The 
style is reminiscent of the gold 100 
litrae by Kimon , such as #87 in the 
Hu nt sale (signcd "KI ", coun terclock­
wise, in the field). 

The third of the major artists whose 
signature occu rs on the Wheel coinage 
signed his name "EY". The s ignature 
is located on theampyx whichArethusa 
wears on her forehead. Figure 4 is the 
f-avorito spec imen. The signature is 
also clearly visible on the Cammarata 
specimen published in Caleiati (19 fr 
2) . The signature is not apparent on 
any of the other three specimens in 
Caleiati. Of the three, one (2/3) is 
badly beaten, one (2/2) appears to be 
sty! istical l y out of pi ace, and one (211) 
looks to be the work of the mas- -+ 
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teT. Ad di t iona l ci tat ion s include 
Hcadl am,25 Wei l.26 Fo rrer,27 Basel,28 
RizZQ,29 and Boehri ngcr.30 The only 
spec ime n I know to have been :mc­
tioned si nce 1907 was sold in March 
hy Classical Num ismatic Group (Auc­
lion #37, lot # 131). 

Th e tradit ional altribu\i on for lhese 
co in s is E ukle idas . Thi s is th e attribu­
tion favored by Hcad lam , We il. Ri zzo, 
Boehr inger, and Ca!ciati. Although 
the sly li stic a nd o ther ev idence is by 
no means decis ive, in my view it points 
:IS much to Euainetns as Eu kle idas. 
This is also apparentl y the view of the 

Basel cata loguer, as the att ri bution 
g iven the rein is Eua inelOs. A detai led 
disc ussio n of t he "Eukleida s or 
Euainetos" q uestion is on my list o f 
future projects. 

In additi on to the signatures noted 
above, "Wheel" Iype speci mens re­
portedly signed "l A" in the field, "E" 
in the field. a nd " ... AI ... '!" have been 
publi shed ) 1 

The Dolphin and 
Scallop Shell Type 

T he "Dolphin and Sca llop Shell " 
type is signed by an llrtist whose name 
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we can only surmise from its fi rst two 
lettcrs-and there is a questio n con­
cerni ng the proper order in wh ich they 
should be read. I know of three speci­
mens s igned " MI" in the left field in 
front of Ihe neck of Arethusa: Basel 
#490; Boehringer Plate 39, #39;32 and 
Calci ati 24 fr2 . The art ist is presumcd 
to bc the same person known from a 
s inglc tctradrachm die, rend ered in a 
qu ite unique style (sec Kraay and 
Hirmer 11 3) . On the tetradrac hm the 
s ignatu re occu rs as " 1M", a nd the 
artist's mIme, both o n the bronze a nd 
the silver, is us ually characterized as 
"1M .. ,", The issue is-whic h of the 
renderings i ~ retrograde? Given that 
the name ofthecity on the tet radruc hm 
is retrograde, one would th ink tha I the 
safer assumpt ion would bc th at the 
sig nature is likewise, and that the name 
shou ld tbus be read " MI ... ". 

S pec ime n~ have also been i den t i ~ 

lied in which there are apparen tly traces 
of a s ig nature read vario usly as "<IWY" 
or"EY" on the bands of the sphendone 
at the lap o r fro nt of the he:ld .33 

The Facing Head Type 
The tetras of the "Fac in g Head" 

Iype is clearly modelled on the fa mous 
le trad rach ms of Kim on. A lthough 
Cil lcimi dec lares that exemplars s igned 
by Kimon arc known, he doesn' t cite 
any, and I do not know of any. There 
is a considerable amo unt o f stylistic 
variab ilit y among the known dies, and 
we are al most certai nly deali ng wi th 
the work of more tha n one artist. One 
of the art ists appears to be the 
Exakestidas so well know n from hi s 
work on the silver coinage o f Kama­
rina. Specimens have bee n published 
in wh ich the letters " E:=:" arc visible. 
The leiters occ ur in the Je ft fie ld adja­
ce nt to the cheek of Aret husa, :\Od arc 
posi tioned to appear as locks o f hai r 
framing he r face. The clearest speci ­
men is Ihal publi shed by Min i,34 

Specimens wi th traces of signa lUre 
not consis ten t wit h "E:=:" have been 
noted. Ca lciat i publishes one deno ted 
" 1M ,!" )5 It wou ld not hc surpris ing 
if thi s proved to bc so. 

Dating 
The re has been consi derable d is­

cuss io n a nd analys is concerning the 
properdatin g oft hc work o f the master 
artis ts di sc ussed above. Not surpri s~ 

ingly, however, the discussions ha ve 
en tirely ignored thccv idence provided 
by the s ig ned bron zes, It is not pos­
sible to dea l here with the nature of the 
evidence and the pote ntial ly importan t 



rami fical ions o r thal ev idence (such as 
the apparent close rel:llionship w ith 
the signed gold coinage!). I hope to 
treat th at top ic also in a futu re art icl e . 
Fo r now, su ffice it to say that all of the 
bro nze coi ns d isc ussed above were 
minted no later than 405 S .c. The 
" Incuse Squ are" and the " Arclhusa, 
[cft I O ctopus" types were issued con ­
tem po raneously at some poi nt after 
cirCa 42 5 B.C. , although poss ibly as 
la te as circa 41 O. The " Inc use Squarc" 
type was fo l lowed firs t by the " Wheel" 
type and then by the ·'Dolphin and 
Sca llop Shel l" ty pe as the hem ilitron. 
The " Faci ng Head" Iype tet ras is latcr 
tha n the " Arethusa , left I Octop us" 
type tetras, and contemporaneous w ith 
c ither or both the " W heel" Iype and th e 
"Do lph in and Sc a llop S he ll " type 
hcm i I itrac. The pre sence of Syracusan 
bro n ze co i ns of the s ub sequent 
" Alhe nalH ippocamp" type in an ar­
c haeologi cal contex t a t Naxos, assoc i· 
a ted wit h the fa ll of that ci ty to the 
Carthagini ans in 405 B .C.,36 provides 
a fi rm termi nu s for the prececd in g 
Syraeusan bro nze lypes. 

(The author would be happy to receive 
comments or observations rela live to 
this article, and/or leads on any addi­
tional potential specimens of signed 
bronzes. Please write c/o The Celator.) 

Footnotes: 
I D. Scar. G reek Coills alld Their Values, 

Volume I (1978 ). 
2 Sylloge N"mmorwn Graecorlfln, Ihe 

Col/eelioll of the American Nllmismatic 
Sociell', Part 5 (1988). 

3 E. Ftl~'or i to , The Bronze Coinage of 
Aliciellf Svracuse ( 1990). 

4 R. Caleia! i, Corplls NUlIllll orulIl Sicl/-
lorI/III, Volume 2 ( 1986). 

5 Kraay and Hirmer, Greek COiIlS, 126. 
6 R. Caiciati, p. 39. 
7 Fitzwilliam Museum/LcakcCollection, 

111285. 
8 Sec Mini's description of his Type 3, 

ci ti ng BMC 242. 
9 Numismatic Chronicle, 1874. pp. I·SO. 
10 R. Cal6ati , 16frl, [8frl and 18fr2. 
II Fortetradrachms signed by Eukleidas 

see Kraay and Hirmcr. 110; Sotheby's 
27 October 1993 Zurich auction of 
NFA·s inventory. #245. For telra­
dr<lchms signed by Eumcnes see Kraay 
tlnd Hirmer, 102, NFAX XII, 210: 
NFAXX X, 19. For <l tetradrachrn 
sig ned by Parm cnid cs , see NFA 
XXV II .28 . Fora tetradrachm signed 
by Phrygillos see Kraay and Hirmer, 
108 (NFA XII . 23). Note also BMC 
241, the ' ·I nc use Square'" specimen 
reportedly signed by Phrygillos, dis­
cussed above. 

12 A. Mini. p. 34. 

J3 Bank Leu, Auklion 6. 8 May 1973 
(Zurich),1I2 17. 

14 Miinzen und Medaillen . Vente Pub­
Jique 76. (Basel), 19 September 199 1. 
#2 13 (he mii itfon) al1d #211 (tetras). 

15 G.E . Ri zzo, MOllele Greche Della 
Sic ilia, (Rome), 1945 /46, Plate 43. 
18; enlargement at Plate 49. 3. 

t6 A. Min i. p. 20. 
17 W. G iesecke. Sicilia NllmislllllliC(I. 

Leipz ig. 1923. 10115. 
18 Forrer, Sigllalltres de Gr(l!'eur.s .wI" 

Ics mOllnaies g recques, Bru xc[ ]es, 
1906, p. 367. 

19 111287 and #1 288. 
20 19 fr 4/ 1, 12. 13, 14 and 15; (note of 

caution: the en larged photos of II and 
12 are mixed up wi th one another). 

21 C. Boehringer, "Zu Finanzpolitik und 
Miinzpragung des Dionysios von 
Sy rakus", in Essays ill Honor of M m ­
garel Thompson (1 979) . 

22 Sylloge Nummortlm Graeconmr, lire 
Collection of tire American Numis­
matic Society, Part V, New York 
( 1988). 

23 19 fr 4, 4/6, 4/7, and 4/S. 
24 The only speci men by Kimon ciled hy 

Boe hrin ger (note 44; Plate 39, #38) is 
ex . Schwc izerisc her Bank vercin. 27 
OCi. 1977. 195. It is described by 
Boehringer as being of Kimon but 
with the signature off the nan! Of the 
four specimens listed by Calciati un-

der 19 fr J, nOI one shows any evi­
. denee of a s ignature! 
25 Arthur C. Headlam, NC. 1906, p. 16, 

in a footnote mentions hi s recenl ac­
qu isition of a specimen from a Dec. 
19-2 1. 1907 Paris aucti on. Thi s wo uld 
appcarlo bc the '·Vend. Samhon 1907, 
n.447"" specimen referenced by Gabriei 
(Lo. MOJ/ela~ioll e lJeI tlrOIl;"O Nella 
Sicilia AllliclI ) al p. 41. 

26 Both Boehringer (at notc 44) and Rizzo 
(p. 228) refer to R. Weil. Die 
KIUlstl erili schriJten dN Si:i/isdull 
Miin:t.el!. Taf. 3.S. I have. however . 
not been able to con~uli thi s source. 

27 Forrer, per Mini. p. 20. 
28 Alllikellmuseuill Basel + S(lIIIIII//llig 

Ludwig (1988), #487 . 
29 G. E. Rizzo, 4S, 22. 
30 C. Boehringer. 39, 37. 
31 Bascl ll4R6, Ca lciati 19 fT3. and lia se ] 

#488, respec tively. 
32 The specimen is ex. Schwci7.erischcr 

l3ankvcrein, 27 OCi. [977. 199. 
33 Calciati 24 f r I and fri; Boehringer note 

45 , discussi ng Mini 12. 
34 Mini 181 en largement at p. 51. 
35 Caleiati, 29fr2. 
36 R. Ross Hollow,JY, ·'Furt her Notes on 

tile Early [1ronze Coinage of Syra­
cuse·· in Sl lidirs it! HOll ar of Elvira 
alld Vladimir Claill -Srefallelli. 

(a div. of RCCA Ltd.J located at 
111 South Orange A venue. South Onlllge, NJ 07079 

A complete collectors gallery selling: 

U.S., ancient, & fo reigll coins, U.S. & foreign stamps, 
paper //lalley, tOkCll5 & medals, Classical Alltiqllities 
of Greece, Rome, Egypt, & /udaea, Pre-Columbian, 
American Indian, African, & Ethnographic objects 

& artifacts, a/ollg with historical and papillar autographs 
& manuscript material, lZevol utionary War & earlier Americana. 

BUYING & SELLING - FREE APPRAISALS 
"You'd be amazed at what we wi ll buy & how much we will pay" 

le ®lbe QIurtnsifie ~4nf'f'e 
Prop.: Dr. A rno ld R. Saslow 

Assoc iate Director: Erik Gold A ss ista nt Director: Charlene Saslow 

Phone (201) 762-1588 • Fax (201) 761-8406 
Gallery hours: Monday 10 Saturday 10:00 - 6:00 
Visa, MasterCard & American Express Accepted 

- - ---- Gifl CerlificaIes Issued --- - - -

July 1996 15 



Just for Beginners 

Hoard • COIns 

by Wayne G. Sayles 

The price of any part icular coi n in a 
supply and demand market shou ld 
theoretically be controlled by the num ­
ber of co llectors seek ing thai item and 
the num ber of li ke items aVtlil able . 
This te net is understood by most collec­
to rs who wcre raised in 11 capitalist sys­
te ill . and it is rela tivel y casy toj usli fy. 

When a hoard of ancient coi ns ap­
pears on the market Ihe ru les oft en 
change. One problem is Iha t Ihe ac­
tual num ber of coi ns con tai ned in a 
hon rd is often a closely he ld secrel. In 
[:ICI. supp l iers o ffering 11 hoard to one 
of the major dealers in loday's market 
will oftcn misrepresent the total num ­
ber of coi ns fou nd in order 10 prop up 
their a~ king price . Some rece nt hoards 
have supposed ly been offered "intact" 
to single buye rs , hut dow n the road 
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can bring risks and rewards 

these same coins have appeared mys­
terious ly from other SOUTCCS, Obvi­
ously, il is not possible to measure 
supply and demand in th is kind of situ­
at ion, All th at can really be measured 
is demand. 

Therefore, askin g price is often de­
termined by the price history of a spe­
ci fi c type. If a coin has typic ally sold 
for $1.000 in EF prior to the discov­
cry of a hoard. the first sped mens from 
thc hoard will probably bri ng somc­
th in g close 10 Ihal es tablished price­
usuall y <I t auc tion. Supplicrs of hoard 
coi ns nave discovered that tney 100 can 
consign coi ns 10 auc tion and cstablish 
a hase price for future negotiat ions. If 
tnerc is suffic ient demand for the coin. 
it will conti nue to sell al tnat price un­
til the hoard is exhausted. If the de­
mand fa lls short. prices will in ev ita­
bly drop. Sometimes the drop in price 
occurs qu ickly and drarnatically- cs­
peci<llly if th ere is a seco nd wave of 
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material from the hoard <l nd dealers are 
un able to "manage" the dispersa l of 
the hoard. A good example of this phe­
nomenon is Bakl rian s ilve r. where the 
markel was salurated and priccs for EF 
tetradrachms fe ll by nearl y 50% over 
a two year period. 

At th is point , the s upply and de­
mand market begins to ta ke over as 
both of the element s become more 
clear. If thi s were a typica l pa tt ern. it 
wou ld seem that a ll collectors, before 
buying hoa rd coins, should wai t to let 
the market stabil ize. The prob lem is 
thai fe w hoards arc full of pe rfect 
specimens. For every choicc spccimen 
in a typical hoard, there arc dozcns or 
even hundreds of lesser qual ity speci­
mens. Conscquen tly, the cho icest 
pieces may well be sold before a mar· 
ket for the remaining pieces becomes 
cs tablished. 

Somc tim cs, the stabili zed market 
price is much lo wer than the introduc ­
tory price. This can cause a great deal 
of consternation 10 the col lector who 
bought a speci men early, especially if 
there arc more choice speci mens than 
thc ma rket can absorb. Un fortun atel y. 
th is is a risk that the buyer of hoard 
coin s must assume. 

Hoards ha ve a life cyclc o f their 
own. On ce a hoard is dispersed, pri ccs 
oft en return to somethin g ncar the pre­
hoa rd markel price. Th is should be 
some co nsol ation to the co ll ector who 
bough t inlo a hoard early, on ly to see 
prices fa ll. 

On tne other hand, hoards arc nOt 
always hu ge, and small noards offer a 
very short w in dow of opport unit y. 
There have been coun tless examples 
of this in the past ten years, wilh types 
that have nol been seen again. Buy­
ing hoard co ins is more of a risk than. 
for exa mple , buying s ingle pedigreed 
coi ns. But do n' t forge t tha t every 
pedigreed coin was new to the market 
at one time. A wonderful coin stands 
on its own merits, regardless o f its 
prove nance. 

Buyi ng hoard coins can provide op­
portuniti es that seldom appear in the 
regular course of trading, bUI it also re­
quires some forethought and the accep­
tance of a certain degree of risk. 
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An introduction 

to Byzantine weights 
by Simofl Befldall 

Al though the Byzantines used 
we ights th roug hou t the thousand years 
of their empire's history, the hu lk of 
the ex iSI i ng weights dale only from the 
si xth .l1ld seventh cen turi es A.D. These 
weights arccilhcr commercial weights 
denominated in ounces, or coin weights 
denominated in norn is tnat<l, and all 
have Ihe des ign engra ved upon thelll, 
olkn in!:l id in silver. 

The re were. however. lhTcc periods 
when weights were struc k. These were 
from ca. 363 \0 ca. 474; from the la[c 
lenth to carly [wel ft h centuries; and, 
fin ally, dur ing th e j o in t reign of 
Andronicus II :lnd Michae l IX ( 1295-
1320). Al l were produced 10 weigh 
spc{;ific single co in s. and all arc rare. 

The carl iesl struck weights wcre 
fo r weighing gold sol idi, and many 
spccifically announce this with a rc­
verse legend reading EXAG IVM SO­
LIDI : "The weight o r a so lidu s". The 
car liest wa s struck roy Ju lian II , who 
pro mulgated a law in 363 whic h set up 
state weighers in eac h c ity so the pub­
lic cou ld chec k that their gold coins 
were full weight. T herc arc somc 16 
di fferent types of the se st ruck coin 
wc ights. although o nl y three spcc ifi -

cally identify the issui ng Emperor. 
T hese bear the n<lmc of Honor ius and 
the monograms of Marcian and Leo I. 
Another type, though unonymous. 
c learl y dep icls I he hC<l rdcd Julian I J. It 
may be no co in cidence that thcsc were 
all struck in the nam e ofa sin g le rul er. 
A fu rther cleven a non ymous types de­
pict e ither two or three ru lers, a nd 
since there arc many comb inati ons o f 
ru lers in Ihe late fou rth and carly fi fth 
cenlUries , exact idemi Cication of these 
is problemat ic (Fig. I). 

As can be seen from one of the 
types (Fig . I), the issuer was the Comes 
Sacrarum La rgiliol1l1l11. who was not 
only the official in charge of weights 
and measures in th is peri od, hUI <llso in 
charge of the mint whe re the weights 
were no doubt struck. 

The second group of struek weights 
was introduced specifical ly to deal with 
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the problems that must have arisen as 
a result of the introduction of the 
tetarte ron, a coin lighter than the 
sta ndard hi stamenon by a twelfth, 
making a coi n weighi ng 22 carats as 
opposed to the 24 carats o f lhe full 
we ight coin. T hus one type merely 
has the word TETA P-TEPON divi · 
ded equally between both faces of 
the weight. Another type reads "two 
tetartera", which M ichael He nd y 
considers as the weight for a shorl­
lived issue of23 carats under Basil II 
a nd Constan tine VIII (976-1 025). An­
othe r type reads " Hel ioselenaton: 3. 

IcoinJ lighter than this (weight] is not 
va lid" (Fig. 2). T he Hel iosclenuton 
was the term given to the las t iss ue of 
histamena of Bas il II and Constantine 
VIII , so this weight can be closely 
dated. 

Thc Palaeologan struc k we ight, of 
whic h about ha lf a d ozen specimens 
arc known , is of sil ver. with the o b· 
ve rse imita ting thai of the silver 
basiliakon of the reign bUI wit h, on 
the reverse, an inscript ion in five lines 
in the form o f a n iambic triameter 
wh ich loosely translates as "Money 
from the Sacred Mint discredits false 
coin" ( Fi g. 3). Strangely, their weights 
are generall y higher than that of the 
basiliakon. 

Weight System 
Various weights, generall y ran gin g 

be tween ca. 3 15 grams and 348 grams. 
have been put forward as the weight of 
the Roman, and later the Byzantine 



pound, bUI this is not the place to go 
into the subject in dctai l. Suffice it to 
say that there was a simple relation­
ship between the coin we ight an d 
the com mercial weight, so that they 
coul d, to a certain extent , be inter­
cha ngable. 

A pound eq uall ed 72 sol idi or 
nomi smata, and thus each ounce com­
prised six soli di; a three nomi smata 
weight therefore was the equivalent of 
half an o unce. 

The bulk of the engraved weights of 
the sixth and seventh centuries fa ll into 
four basic shapes: truncated spheres. 
octagonal, square, and round weights. 
Let us take thcm in this order. 

Spherical Weights 
As fa r as the writer is aware , th cse 

arc only commercia l weights, denomi­
nated in pounds and ounces on the 
nattcned top. The Greek word for 
ounce is almost always abbrev iated '6. 
and not r , which occurs more fre­
q uent ly o n th e sq ua re and round 
weigh ts. 

Occasionally Ihe name of the issu­
in g offi cial is found around the side, 
such as "o f Alexander" or, as on one 
splendid weight in the Bibl iotheque 
National e, Pari s: "Our LordJustini an, 
Perpetual Augustu s: [Thi s] wei ght 
mad e und er Phocas, Vir Ill ustr is. 
Praetoria n Prefect, ex Consul and Pa­
trician" (Fig. 4). This weight can be 
closely dated. si nce Phocas was pro-

moted 10 Prefect du ring the Nika riots, 
and only held office between January 
and October 532. Often the inscri p­
tions are in laid in silver. 

Why this form of weight di d not use 
the r abbreviation fo r ounce is uncer­
tain. While the particu lar shape is 
desce nded from the predominant form 
of the Roman empire . it must have 
co ntinued unchanged sin ce the shape 
is commonl y used in the early Arab 
em pire. On the other forms of weights, 
scholars consider that r succeeds ~ in 
the mid-six th century . 

Octagonal Weights 
This shape of weight is qui te rare , 

an d most specimens arc commerci al 
weights with the ou nce abbrevi ated r 
(F ig. 5). It is rare to find the ot her form 
of abbreviation . Fcwcr still arc the 

number of weights of th is shape fo r 
weighing nomismata. 

The engraving and des ign of this 
form of weight is a lways sim ple and , 
for some reason, they are never very 
large. The writer has not noted any 
larger than three ounces (8 1.90 g.) or 
twelve nomismata (54.60 g.). 

Square Weights 
The flans for th is fo rm of weight 

were obviously the easiest to produce. 
Adjustment o f the exact weight could 

easi ly be done by filing, the marks of 
which arc often seen on the backs of 
the weights. T he square shape often 
inspired the makers 10 produce com­
plex designs, many with both si lver 
and copper inlay in the bron ze. 

Splendid designs show Ernperors­
generall y twO and occasionally three 
(Fig, 6), but never a sing le ruler­
sta nding in armor thrusti ng spellTs at a 
lion or leopard (Fig. 7), seated on 
thron es, or standi ng under arches or a 
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colon nade. On these the flesh- i.e. 
faces. hands, and those parts of the 
legs not encased in armor-are inlaid 
in si lver. Pans of the armor or decora­
ti ve architectural elements might be 
inlaid in copper. Most authoritiescon­
sider that these forms of weights date 
to the late fou rth cent ury. 

It is interesting that almost all the 
very complex pictorial designs on ly 
occur on commercial weights denomi­
nated in pounds and ounces. With a 
very few exceptions square co in 
we ights have simpler designs, with 
often only the denominat ion enclosed 

in a wreath, very occasio nally wi th an 
invocation to a saint around . Some 
have the denomination flanked by two 
colu mns, surmounted by either an arch 
or a pediment. Many examples of this 
type of weight have merely the de­
nomi nati on surmounted by , or fl ank­
ing, a cross . Surprisingly, even the 
weights of the simp lest design can be 
inlaid in sil ver. 

The only imperial effigies found 
on square coin weights belong to a 
series of sma ll anonymous weights 
depicting the busts of two Em perors. 
Usually the featu res are inlaid in sil-
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vcr, bu t occasionally the figures arc 
on ly engraved. They bear no denomi­
nation, only the two busts, bu t all 
weigh, or arc meant to weigh , one 
solidus. 

Round Weights 
Round weights were turn ed on a 

lathe, produci ng extremely fi ne Oans. 
It is therefore extraordinary 10 find 
that the designs on these wei ghts, 
whether commercial or coin weights, 
are not on ly generally o f very si mple 
design. but are often very crudely ex­
ecuted (Fig. 8). Coi n weights are 

usuall y simp ler than the commerci al 
weight s , whi ch occasionally bear 
short inscr iptions or other devices 
such as the depiction of a mod ius 
(corn measure). Coin weights, on the 
other ha nd, generally on ly bear the 
denomi nation. with or without a cross 
(Fi g. 9). 

Whil e commercial weights aTe 
genera lly engraved, coin weights of­
ten have the denomination punched 
in with a series of dots. This is the 
method of production of someone who 
is incapable of even the simplest en­
gravi ng. 

The one exception to the rather stan­
dard designs of round'coin weights is 
a uniqu e series of weights issued by 
Zcmarchus, the Eparch of Constan­
tin ople in the reign of Justinian I. -+ 
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These weigh 72, 36,18 (Fig. 10), and 
3 nom ismata, and depict Zemarchus 
wcurin g a loros and holding a sceptre 
and a mapp a, with an in scription, vary­
ing according to the size of weight, 
reading " In the time of Zeman;hus, 
Gloriosus, Eparch of [New I Rome and 
ex-Consul' ·. 

Western Weights 
Most weights of this category are 

co in weights whic h ca n easily be iden­
tified by the fact that they arc denomi­
nated in so lidi rathe r than nomism ata. 
It is not unusual to find the wcight in 
ou nces given on the same weight , so 

that, for example. a weight (Fig. I I) 
might carry the in scripti on - Illl (fOUf 
ounces) and SOL XXIIIl (24 solidi). It 
is extremely ra re to find a Western 
weight that is denominat ed onl y in 
ounces. Occasionally weights lis t th e 
number of coins in both the Eastern 
and Western form , with. for example, 
SOL XXX on one side and NA on the 
other. 

There is a rare se ries of small square 
or ret langu lar pieces. varyi ng between 
ca. 3.32 g. and 4.38 g .. with persona l 
monogram s. or names and titles, such 
as SECVNDVS/vC (Vir Clarissimus), 
which have been thought to be West­
ern weights (Fig. 12). Their weights 
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Italy , III yri a , the East , and Egypt­
many of whom would no doubt have 
authorized the issuing of glass weights. 

A number of we ights bear a bust, 
very rarely of the Emperor but more 
usua ll y the Eparch, usually shown 
ho lding a mappa, surrounded by a leg­
end givi ng his name, preceded by "In 
1he time of', and sometimes followed 
by an ab breviation of his tit le (Fig. 
14). 

The advantage of gl ass weights, of 
course, is that they are difficult to 
tamper wit h, unl ike bronze we ights, 
whic h can be filed down. 

(Simon Bendall's book Byzantine 
Coin Weights : An Introduction , fufly 
illustrated, will be published by 
Lennox Gaflery in the Fall of 1996. It 
is th e only concise guide to the sub­
ject in English. Retail price will be 
520 including postage. Please ad­
dress orders to: Lennox Gaflery, 
Greybrook House, 28 Brook Street, 
London W1Y 1AG, England)_ 
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Through the Looking Glass 

Developing art forllls 

evident on Greek coinage 

by David L. Vagi 

During the course of its thousand 
year history, ancien t Greek coi nage 
underwent many developments. From 
its or igin as crude 
lumps of alloyed 
gold and silver to 
the full bloom of 
Archaic and Classi­
cal art, the coinage 
of the Greeks con­
tains some memo ­
rable works of an. 

Thereafter, most 
Greek coinage fa lls 
under the auspices of 
Greek kings and Ro­
man emperors . Th is 
lessened the artis tic 

of India. The legacy they left is endur­
ing, as coins accomplished in minia­
ture what the marble statues and temples 
did in larger-lhan-life proportions. 

Coinage came late inlhe history of 
Greece and the Near East. The Bronze 
Age had long since passed, and the 

"Dark Age", wherein the population of 
Greece was drastically reduced and 
trade virtually halted. What few 
people were left resorted to agricul­
ture rather than c ity life . 

By about 750 B.C., the Greeks had 
regained some of their former glory. 

By 700-650 B.C., 
when the first coins 
were probably struck, 

fr eedom of the, eo ­
graver, but resulted 
in some human por­
traits of great power. 

Greek coinage underwent a thousand-year evolution, beginning with 
the vigorous art of the Archaic Period. An example from this time frame 
is a stater of the is/and of Thasos, struck ca. 500 B.C. (photo enlarged). 

their art had risen to 
a new high in the 
Archaic period. Had 
coinage been inven­
ted much later, it 
would have entirely 
missed the charm s of 
Archaic art. Lucki ly, 
however, the first 
co ins in the Western 
world were struck 
early enough to ben­
efit from more than 
150 years of Archaic 
influence. 

These earliest coins 
The birth , dcvcJ-

opment, and decl ine of Greek coinage 
was a lengthy process that consumed 
a millennium, and involved people 
from the British Isles to the borders 

"Golden Age" of Homer's Trojan War 
was but a distant memory. In fact, 
coinage came into use about a century 
into the recovery from a prolonged 
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were barely what we 
would today consider coinage. They 
were crude lumps of elect rum, a natu­
rally occurring alloy of gold and sil­
ver found in the river beds of Lydia 
and Ionia. These two regions, located 
in modern Turkey, are the most likely 
candidates as the birthplace of coin-
age. 

The Lydian or Ionian coins slowl y 
developed their blank surfaces and 
crude striations into artistic designs. 
From the very beginning, they main­
ta ined an accurate weigh! standard 
with many denominations. About a 
century later, the invent ion took root 
on the Greek mainland, probably due 
to trade between Greece and its colo­
nies in Ionia. 

The first European coins were 
probably struck on the central Greek 



island of Aegi na in abou t 550 B.C. 
Athens followed short ly with its 
"Wappenm un zen" series , beg inn ing 
abo ut 545 B.C., and other major cities 
in central Greece soon fo llowed suit. 
It is Athens which we must credit as 
the first mint to transform the reverse 
"pu nch" into a die with a design, thus 
giving us coins with art istic designs 
on both the obverse and reverse. 

After it s accep ta nce in central 
Greece, it took only two decades for 
the inventi on to reac h the far-fl ung 
Greek co lo nies in Italy and Sicily. 
Here, however, the earliest coins took 
an unusual form : the principal design 
was iden tical on both the obverse and 
reverse. 

The obverse was struck in relief, 
and the reverse was inc use to foll ow 
the conto urs of the ra ised obvers e. 
Thi s experiment lasted onl y a few de­
cades, and was abandoned in favor of 
(l more practical coinage struck on a 
smaller, thicker fabric that had rai sed 
designs on both sides . 

The first two decades of the 5th 
century B.C. saw intense conflict be­
tween the Greeks and the Persians . In 
500 B.C., th is conflict resulted in an 
unsucce ssful revo lt of the Ionian 
Greek cities under Persian rule, as well 
as two failed Persian invas io ns of 
Greece. The first in vasion occurred 
under Darius in 490 D.C. ; the second, 
under Xerxes in 480 B.C. 

The Archaic period of Greek art 
ended about the tim e of Xerxes ' inva­
s io n, foll owed by a brief period of 
transition to the C lassical period . In 
this shari window of time, many great 
masterpieces of numismatic art were 
created. 

Greek art of the Classical period is 
often consi dered to be the most accom­
plished, as greater attention is paid to 
proportio n and detail. The charm of 
the Archaic period and its robust and 
energetic style gave way to a more re­
fined and del icate art that has a much 
broader appeal. 

At the height of the Classical pe­
riod, about 450 B.C., a new concept 
in co inage was int roduced. The Sicil­
ian Greeks had grown tired of produc­
ing ever-sma ller silver coins for low 
value tr(lnsactions , such as buying a 
loaf of bread , so they made a fidu­
ciary coinage out of copper and its al­
loys. 

Whereas people had tradi tiona lly 
rdied on a large porti on of a coin's 
value be ing secured by its bull ion eon-

The refined art of the Classical Period can be observed on this drachm of 
Catana in Sicily, by the artist Euainetos, struck ca. 410 B.C. (photo enlarged). 

tent, they now had to work on faith that 
the loca l government woul d back the 
coin's worth. In ret urn, they gal large, 
impressive bronzes that were more 
co nv enient in co mm erce and less 
likely to he misplaced. 

The next phase in Greek coinage 
was a byproduct of sweeping polit ical 
change . Philip II, king of a northern 
Greek region called Maced on, became 
quite powerful and lOok mcasures to 
control all of Greece. A united Greece, 
Phi lip believed, would he powerfu l 

enough to exac t revenge on the Per­
sians for the atrocities they had com­
mitted on Greek soil during their in­
vasions nearly 150 years before. 

Phi lip was not able to achieve his 
PanhcJJcnic vision be fore his death in 
336 S.c. However, his son Alexander 
III (" the Great") rose to the occasion 
and brought all of Greece under his 
yoke. With this, he turned his atten ­
tion eastward, and con quered most of 
the Near East to create a kingdom of 
unimaginable size. 

ROMAN & GREEK COIN HOARDS: 
NEW OFFERINGS! 

Roman silver denarii, Septimius Severus, Jul ia DOlTIn a & Caraealla (3 

different, boy's bust, young man and bearded bust) AU $75, Unc. $100 

2 Geta from same hoard, AU $100, Une. $150 

3 Corinth type staters, ca. 350 BC (different ci ties) VF $250, VF/XF $395, 
XF $495 

4 Owl of Athens, tetradr., 449-41 5 BC, VF $395, YF/XF $595, XF $795, 
with test cuI $295 

5 Bee of Ephesos, tetradr., 390-330 Be, VF $325, VFIXF $495, XF $695 

6 Denari i of? di fferent Roman emperors, Domitian to Geta, YF-AU $395 

Our new sales list D-471ll offers 1325 ancients with a few medievals 
and Islamic coinage as well. 361arge size pages with 12 pages of 
plates. Price $1 5, air maiL 

We can help at all Munich auctions-viewing & bidding! 

John & HanneIorc Scheiner (formerly of Ft. Wayne, Ind.) 
Postfach 210853, D-85023 IngoistadtID., Germany 

Telefon 49 84132398 / Fax 49 84117498 

ANS, ANA LM 1264, Col/ector since 1942, Dealer since /953 
O Uf location by Munich enables us 10 obtain "new" coins (hoards and individual pieces) 
offered by Turks, Bulgarians, "Yugoslavs" etc. Every week we arc purchasing lot5 and 
(hoice ancients (Greek. Roman, Byzantine, etc.) 
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Wi th this drama tic change from 
hu ndreds o f independen t Gree k cities 
to a single empi re, so chan ged the 
coinage. from diverse loca l issues to 
large iss ues o f sta nda rdized types. 
Alexander 's coins were struck at a vast 
network of mints, eac h with a s lighlly 
di fferent style of engrav in g. Even af­
ter Alexander 's death in 323 B.C.. this 
for m o f coi nage con lin ued in the 
s maller k ingdo ms c arved up by 
Alexander's successors. 

Beginni ng with king Philip II , and 
con t inu in g for cen turies thereafter, 
gold coin s were st ruck with regu larity 
as an integral part of the Greek mon­
etary system. Prior to th is, the Greeks 
had struck gold only when at war or 
when an emergency demanded. 

Aside from the un iformi ty of coin 
design and the cent ralizat ion of mint 
aut hority, the other major developmen t 
of the Hellenis tic period was the usc 
of th e huma n portrai t. Before Alex­
ander's time, only a handful o f issues 
had portrayed people instead of gods. 

Portrai ts of living be ings became the 
norm, and would con tinue to be so into 
Roman and Byzant ine times. 

While these developments we re un­
folding in the Greek east, the hum ble 
village o f Rome in central Ital y was 
quietly becoming powerful. The Ro­
mans did not use precious metal coin­
age until abou t 300 B.C., but by about 
250 B.C. had begun to issue coin age 
with some regulari ty. Rome's earliest 
coi nage closely followed the pattern 
set by its Greek neighbors in the south 
of Italy. 

By the end of the 3rd cen tury B.C .. 
the Romans had defeated their age­
old rival Carthage in the Second Pu­
nic War. As a result, Rome became 
master of the western Med iterranean 
Sea. The Greeks in the eaSI became 
nervous about the Roman up start s, 
who began actively medd li ng in Gree k 
affairs. 

As the fortunes of the Romans rose. 
those of the Greek kingdoms in the 
east decl ined. The rulin g fam ilies 

The indulgenr idealism of the Hellenistic Period produced such coins as 
this tetradrachm of Lebedus in Ionia, struck ca. 160 B.G. (photo enlarged). 

Greek coinage ended under Roman rule. This is one of the last 
Greek colonial coins, a hexadrachm of Alexandria, Egypt, struck by 
the Roman rebel Domitius Domitianus in A.D. 297 (photo enlarged). 
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became increasingly interbred. and 
the open hostilities and shaky allian­
ces among the ruling elite occurred 
with greater frequency. As a result of 
the ir own internal feuding. the med­
dling of the Romans, and the desire 
of cit ies to become free, the Greek 
ki ngdoms suffered in the 2nd century 
B.C. 

Time also took ils toll on the art­
istry o f coins in Ihe Helleni stic per­
iod. The last issues of the 1st cen­
tury B.C. were mere shadows of the 
masterpieces of the early Hell enistic 
period . The brief freedom enjoyed by 
powerful Greek cities (and the lesser 
c ities which formed protective lea­
gues and confederacies) was eventu­
all y taken away by the Romans, who 
fi ll ed the empty shoes of Greek mon ­
archs. 

The surrender of Egypt to the Ro­
muns in 30 B.C. ushered in a new pe­
riod fo r Greek coinage-one in which 
most all Greeks required Roman per­
miss ion to strike co ins. Generally the 
Roman influence is quite strong. but 
not to the point of overshadow in g all 
Greek character. 

The Greek coi nage of this period 
is various ly called "Roman Prov in­
cia l", "Greek Imperi al", or " Roman 
Co lo nial" by specialis ts. The fi rst 
term is probably the most appropriate. 
Recen tl y, these iss ue s ha ve been 
viewed not as the dying ember of a 
once-proud Greek coinage, but rather 
as a fascina ting branch of Roman coi n­
age that preserves and celebrates the 
arti stic, religious, and social tradi tions 
of the Greeks . 

This coi nage las ted morc than three 
centuries under the Roman emperors. 
Late in the 3rd centu ry A.D., provin ­
cial Greek issues were discontinued in 
favor of a more comprehensive Roman 
monetary system. 

The result was a tremendous num­
ber o f coin types of seem ingly in finite 
variety. It would be fai r to say that 
more types of coins were created in 
the three cent uries that the Greeks 
were under Roman rule than were cre­
ated in Ihe more Ihan six centuries that 
the Greeks ruled themselves. In that 
respecl, the legacy of ancient Greek 
coin age was greatly enriched by the 
Romans. 

(All photos are from NFA Auction XII, 
March 23-24, 1983.) 

Copyright © t996 
by David L. Vagi ~ 



Berkeley conference well received by attendees 
by Wayne G. Sayles 

A Classical numismatic conference, 
titled ·Western Asia Minor in Graeco­
Roman Times· , was held at the Univer­
silyof California, Berkeley, on May 4th 
under the jOint sponsorsh ip 01 the 
American Numismatic Society, the U.C. 
Berkeley Classics Department, and the 
San Franc isco Ancient Numismatic 
Society. The very well attended con· 
ference featured eight speakers, rep­
resenting each of the diverse groups 
which sponso red the event. Presen-

45th IAPN Assembly 
convenes in Berlin 

A lolal of 101 people, representing 
52 member firms, participated in the 
45th General Assembly of the Interna­
tional Association of Professional Nu­
mismatists. The congress, which took 
place al the Grand Holel in Berlin , was 
opened during a ceremony at the 
Bode·Museum by Prof. Dr. Schaade, 
Deputy Director of the Museums of 
Berlin. Also present was the Director 
of the Coin Cabinet, Dr. Kluge. 

After the various Committee Chair· 
men presented the ir reports, the As· 
sembly appointed two new Au ditors, 
Mr. van der Schueren and Mr. Crinon . 
Five new members were admitted into 
the association: Italio Vecchi of lon­
don, Herb Kreindlerof New York, Elichi 
Ish ii of Tokyo, Dr. R. Milcarek of 
Greenfield, and Ernst Neumann of 
GOnzburg. 

The General Assembly named two 
hono rary membe rs, Cath erine 
Bullowa-Moore and Silvia Hurter. Both 
had served on the committee for many 
years, and had given the association 
a number of services. Silvia Hurter 
was responsible for the associations 
forgery bureau, the International Bu­
reau for the Suppression of Counter­
feit Coins, and served as Editor of the 
IBSCC Bulletin for 15 years. 

The 46 th Genera l Assemb ly is 
scheduled to take place in Whitsun, 
Tunisia. For further information or a 
membership roster, contact the IAPN 
Secretary, LOwenstrasse 55, CH-8001 
Zurich, Switzerland. 

tations incl uded a range of topics dea l­
ing primarily with ancient Greek and 
Roman coins of Asia Minor. l unch was 
selVed at Ihe site, and opportunities for 
informal discussion were scheduled 
inlo the program. 

This conference was one of a con­
tinu ing series of cooperative ve ntures 
which are intended to provide oppor­
tunities for interaction between collect­
ing and academic interests. Larry 
Reppeteau, President of the SFANS, 
opened the conference with a warm 
welcoming address , and introduced the 
main organizers, Ben Damsky and 
Gerald BOHmann. This was the sec­
ond effort for Damsky and Sorrmann. 
who also organized a successful con­
ference of the same type at Berkeley 
in th e Spring of 1995. Program speak­
ers included Carmen Arn old-Biucchi, 
Wayne G. Sayles, Isabelle Pafford, Dr. 

Jrofilrs in 
~umismafics 

Piero dc' Medici 
d. 1469 

Robert Knapp, William E. Metcalf, Dr. 
Michael Ierardi, Ben Damsky, and 
Curl is l. Clay. Borrmann hosted an 
enjoyable speaker's reception and 
dinner the evening prior to the confer· 
ence. 

Comments voiced by conference 
attendees were very posit ive and uni· 
versally supportive of the venue . In 
the program's concl uding remar ks, 
Will iam E. Metcalf (Ch ief Curator of 
th e American Numismatic Society) 
expressed a commitment to continue 
support ing these interactive confer· 
ences, and recognized the educa· 
l ional value as well as the mutual ben­
efits to be derived from cooperative 
efforts by collectors and academics. 
Sim ilar conferences have been held in 
Boston, Chicago, and Wash ington 
D.C .. Others will be announced in the 
fu tu re. 

Piero. " the gouty". was the son of Cosima 

de' Medici and ruled Flo rence f rom 1464 

to 1469. H e not only inheri ted a power­

fu l throne. but also a laste f or C lassical 
art. The M edici court was i n Ihe forefront o f Humanist ac ti vi ty and 

was patron to many C lass ica lly inspired art ists of the day. Adding 

significantly to the collecti ons of hi s father, Piero left to his son L oren zo 

one of the most impressive art collections in Renaissance Europe. Th e 

ancient coins and gems in this collection numbered in the thousands, 

and included work s of great rarity. Piero assembled a magnificent li ­
bra ry of Class ical1 i terature, and was personally dedicated to the study 

of C lassical hi story. A lthough suf feri ng great pain and being c rippled 

by Ihe gout (which eventually killed him), he had himsel f carried i nto 

his l i brary each day to read. He was a consummate co llector. 

This feature is provided courtesy of George Fr ederick Kolbe 
Fine Numismatic Books, Crestline, CA 92325 
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Coming Events •••• 

Jun.28-30 Mid-America Coin Convention 
MECCA Conv. Clr. , 4th and Kilbourn, Milwaukee, WI 

Jut 8 Sotheby's Auction 
34·35 New Bond Street, London, England 

Jut 9 Spink & Son Auction 
Ryder Sf. Rooms, 5-15 Ryder St., London, England 

Jul. 18-20 Greater Chicago Coin Expo 
uNavy Pier" Convention Center, Chicago, IL 

Jut 24-28 Canadian Numismatic Association Convention 
Centre Sheraton Montreal, 
1201 Rene Levesque Blvd., Mon/real, Canada 

Aug. 12 PNG Day 
Colorado Conv: Cfr., 700 14th St., Denver, CO 

Aug.14·18 American Numismatic Association Convention 
Colorado Conll. Crr" 700 14th St. , Denver, CO 

Sep. 6-8 Boston International Numismatic Convention 
$w;ssotel Bos/on, 80s/on, MA 

Sep.19·22 long Beach Coin & Collectible Expo 
Long Beach Convention Center, Long Beach, CA 

Oct. 11-1 2 COINEX 
Marriott Hotel, London, England 

Oct. 26-27 25th International Coin Show 
Swissolellntemational, Zurich, Switzerland 

~
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LONG BEACH 
COIN & COLLECTIBLE EXPO 

SEPTEMBER 19-22, 1996 
Come join our fine group of 

ANCIENT & FOREIGN COIN DEALERS 

Auctions by Heritage Numismatic Auctions 
and Ponterio & Associates 

Dealer Set-up Wednesday, September 18th, 2:00-7 :00pm 

Over 600 Booths of Ancient and Foreign Coins, 
U.S. Coins, Paper Motley, Stamps, Sports Cards, 

Phone Cards, Jewelry & Collectibles 

28 The Gelator 

For Show & Bourse In fo rmation: 
Andrea Neuma nn . Show Coordinator 

1103 State SI., Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
(805) 962·9939 • fa< (805) 963·0827 

Ronald 1. GilLio-General Chairman 

Spink sale includes 
interesting multiple 
aurei of Maxentius 

Spink & Son, Ltd. will be conduct­
ing Coin Auction No. 114, a public sale 
01 ancient , British, and world coins, on 
July 9th. The sale will be held in the 
Ryder Street Rooms, at 5-15 Ryder 
Street in London. 

A run of beautifully patinated Greek 
bronzes are featured in the sale. This 
group of lop qual ity coins is primarily 
from Sicily, but also includes some 
eastern issues, notably a marvellous 
bronze of Seleukos I from Apamea with 
an e lephant depicted on the obverse 
(EF, est. £500-600). 

Also prom inent is a coll ection of 
superb Greek silver, with several im­
portant pedigrees. Among the offer­
ings are an Akragas tetradrachm (ex 
Jameson and Bryn Mawr, VF, est. 
£6.000-8,000); a tetrad rachm of 
Abdera (ex de Sartiges and Washburn 
King, virtuaUy EF, est. £3,500-4,500); 
and a signed drach m of Larissa of re­
markable style (EF, est. £2,000-3,000). 
Also highlighting the Greek silver is a 
magnif icent portrait te trad rachm o f 
Bagadates of Persis (EF, est. £8,000-
10,000), a tetradrachm of Mithradates 
I of Parthia (virtually EF, est. £3,500-
4 ,000), and a tetrad rachm of Aga­
thokles of Bactria with the head of 
Herakles and the legend "Alexander 
son 01 Philip· (good VF. est. £9,000-
12,000). 

Several examples of Roman gold 
are worthy of mention, including aure i 
of Didius Julianus (EF, est. £16,000-
20 ,000), Manlia Scanlilla (EF, est. 
£16,000-20,000), and Claudius (EF, 
est. £5,000-6,000) . An aureus of Mark 
and l ucius Antony (almost VF, est. 
£12,000-15,000) is followed by an 
issue of Commodus (EF, est. £4,000-
5,000) , as well as a un ique au reus 
of Gallienus with the reverse design 
of a doe walking (EF, £4,000-5,000). 
An au reus 01 Caracalla (good VF, est. 
£5 ,000-6,000) shows a sacrif icial 
scene before the temple 01 Vesta. 
Mult ip le au re i include a 4-au reus 
piece of Maxentius (EF, est. £30,000-
35,000) and a double au reus of the 
same empero r (EF, es t. £16,000 -
20,000). 

Catatogues for Coin Auction No. 
t 14 are available at $15 postpaid Irom 
Spink & Son, Ltd. 5 King Street, St. 
James's, London SW1 Y 60S, En­
gland; phone (171) 930-7888 ; fax (171) 
839-4853. 



[~:i) ATTENTION ANCIENT 1! 
AND FOREIGN COIN COLLECTORS ~ 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

The 3rd Annual 
Boston International 

Numismatic Convention 
will be held SEPTEMBER 6-8, 1996 

(dealer set-up Sept. 5) 

at the Swissotel Boston 

• Bourse will include the most prestigious ancient 
& foreign coin dealers in the world 

• A Major Educational Forum will be held in 
conjunction with the Boston International 

• Pre-register now and save $2 on admission charge 

Special rates for the Boston Swissotel are offered to BINC attendees by calling 
or writing Judith Maresca at the BINC address, phone number is 202-833-3770. 

Send $3 to address below 

jJjoston 3JnternationaI 
~umismatit QConbention 

P.O. Box 65326, Washington, DC 20035 
202-833-3770· Fax 202-429-5275 

July 1996 29 



Goddesses of Illedicine: 
WODlen healers • • on anCIent cOInage 

by Marvi1l Tameallko 

Physician s in North America cer­
emon iously en!er the profess ion o f 
medicine hy reciting the venerable and 
tradit ional Hippocra ti c Oath. Hippo­
crates, 460-3 70 B.C., the most famous 
Greek healer in ancien t day s. was con­
sidered \0 be Ihe "Father of Med ic ine" 
and the fo unde r of sc ie nti fie hea l i ng as 
we know iT today . He establi shed a 
medical school at Ihe temple of 
Asclcpius (Acscl cpios in Gree k. Aes­
cul apius in Lalin ) in the ci ty of Cos. 
Hi ppocrates appea rs on some o f the 
a nc ie nt coi ns struck at this city. whe re 
the temple/hospila l, ca lled an Asc­
lepion. was worl d fa mous for ils heal­
ing care. A bron ze co in or the 2nd -3rd 
cent ury A. D., whic h clln be seen in the 
catalog Greek Imperial Coins by Dav id 
R. Sc ar, as num ber 4994. shows the 
great doctor seated and holding a scroll 
o f his writings. Hippocrates wrote 
several med ical te xt boo ks . and he 
also devi sed a code of eth ics govern­
ing the behavior of doctors . Thi s code 
is the substance of hi s oath. Th e open ­
ing lines are usuall y voiced in English 
as: "1 swear by Apollo Physician and 
Asclepiu s and Hygieia and Panaceia 
and all the o ther gods and goddesses 
... " There arc two conspicuous iro­
nies in Ih is beginning sentence. The 
first is that the Oath is sworn in Ihe 

name of pagan dei lies, while the ma- need to know all about lethal poisons 
jority of the physicians being ind ucted and the an tidotes thai could be used to 
are believers in a strict mon oth eisti c reverse them. A medi ca l school at 
creed that for bids the acknow- He liopolis in Egypt was attended by 
Iedgemen t of other gods. The women as early as 1500 B.C. 2 The 
second irony is that the female Dible hinted at this early trad ition 
divinit ies of hea ling. Hy gieia of women serving as surgeon s 
and Panaeeia, arc invoked in w he n it related 
the oath , yet the North Ameri - how Zippora, the 
can medica l profess ion ex- Midian wife of 
el uded women from medi- Moses , circum-
cal practice and sc hoo ls ciscd their so n 
upuntil1879 , whenthey during the Exodus , 
adm itted them , but a round 1200 S .C) 
wi th great rel uctance. Li vy, the Roman histo-

Th is d iscrimination rian . recorded an event 
against females obvi- Ihal illus trated how Rom a n 
ous ly has its root s in patrician women practiced 
histo ry_ but women med ic ine in the 6th ce ntury 
healers were we ll S .c. He reponed that Tar-
known a nd ful ly ac- qu iniu s Pr isc us, 6 16-579 
cepted in ancien t days. S .c., the fift h Etru scan ki ng of 
The earliest record of Romc, was assass inated by an 
a woman doctor ap- axe blow to the head, and hi s 
pears on a wall paint- wife, Ta naqui l, prepared rem-
ing, dating from 2700 ed ies and treatments in an at-
B.C., found in a tomb tempt to heal the wound. 4 

in the VaHey of the Ancientwomennaturallyspe-
Kings in Egypt. In thi s ci al ized inmidwifery ,andthen 
pain ting a fe male hea ler extended their activities 
namcd Mcrit P tah is "'Iiiiiii;::~;!;!:;::~. into gynecology a nd ob-
shown practicing her pro- .. stc tr ics to treat the i11-
fcssion.l The queens of Egypt. nesses affecting womcn. Ac-
right up to the last one, the famou s cording toan anc ien! Egyptian in scrip-
Cleopatra VII, are mentioned by hi sto- tion, a medical school for healers was 
rians asbeingseriousstudentsofmed i- set up very early in the c ity of Sai s. 
c ine, perhaps only because of their where all thc professors were women.4 

In Ti, e Iliad, written a bout 650 B.C .• 

Largest stock of Ancient 
coins in the World! 

Ho rne r dcscribes Asclepius. the an­
cient god of medic ine, as a man he 
ca ll s Ih e " blameless phys ici an". 
Homer a lso men tions a famous fema le 
healer namcd Agamede, the wife of 
Mu lios, who he says "knew all the 
herbs on ground that grew".5 Coins in quantities include: 

Greek, Roman, & Byzantine bronze & silver 
Dealer inquiries only. 

Educational coin company 
Box 3815, Kingston, New York 12401 

Phone, (201) 728-8650 or 728-3865 Fmc (201) 728-0204 
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Outri ght d iscr imination against 
women healers may have begun in 
Greece around 350 B .C., when they 
were falsely accused of performing 
abortion s, and then }Vere prohib ited 
from working as doctors. 6 This pho­
ney denunciat ion of abortionists came 
from a soci ety where unwan!ed or sick 
newborn child rcn wcrccus tomarily cx-



posed to the elements and left in the 
fields 10 die. The ban againsl female 
doctors was broken in about 300 B.C. 
by u woman named Agnodice. a pupil 
of the famous physician Hcroph ilus of 
Chalcedon. Herophilus was the first 
doctor 10 dissect bodies and gi ve names 
to the parts of the human ana tomy. 
Agnodice di sguised herself as a man 
and practiced medicine among the 
women of Athens. A ri val male physi­
cian, j ealoll s of her success and th ink­
ing she was a man, accused Agnodice 
o f seduci ng the female pat ients. To 
disprove this serious charge, Agnodice 
revea led the fact that she was a woman . 
At her trial, she was defended by the 
women of the city, who told Ihe mag­
istrates "You are not our husbands but 
O ll r e nemies if you condemn our 
Agnodice, who saves our lives."7 She 
was exonerated by the court and there­
afler permitted to practice as a femal e 
phys ician, 

T he ancie nt Roma ns, like the 
Greeks. considered women to be infe­
rior to men in many ways, but they 
usually treated female healers with 
respect, and legally equaled them \0 

male physici ans . In Roman jurispru­
dence, the description for a person 
practi c in g medicine was "Medi cus, 
sive mascu lus, sive femina", th at is, 
Medi cus or Doctor whether mascul inc 
or whether feminine. In 146 B,C. 
Rome conquered the ci ly-s late o f 
Rhodes, famous for ils hea ling insti tu­
tio ns, and hundreds of Gree k women 
were taken as prisoners. Among them 
were many healers, who brought the 
best prices when they were sold in the 
slave ma rkets. They were purchased 
by the aristocrats of Rome, who be­
li eved it was fashionable to have an in­
house fa mi ly doctor as a slave, Twoof 
the Roman historians, Seneca and Pliny 
the Elder, were very hostile to doctors 
in all thei r wri tings. They consi dered 
them to be quacks and incompetents. 
However, both wri ters highly pra ise 
the female physicians th ey encoun­
tered, and there is no mention of any 
policy o f disc rim ina tion again s t 
women healers in official Roman doc u­
ments. 

From the myths in Greek theo logy 
il appears that women part icipated in 
hea lth care from very early limes. The 
ancient goddesses Hera. Aph rod ite, 
and Isis were known as hea ling dei ­
lies. Ase1cpius, the Greek and Roman 
god of hea ling, had a wife named 
Epionc, who assisted him in his work, 
and two daugh ters, named Hy gicia and 
Panacei a, who were al so famous heal-

ers . His daughtcrs eventually were 
made inlo goddesses. Hygieia became 
the deity of health , and gave her name 
to our modern word hygiene, Ihe em­
ployment of cleanli ness to promote 
good health. Panace ia was the god­
dess of remedies and the herbal prepa­
rations tha t rel ieved pain or eurcd ill s. 
She could be regarded as the patron 
goddess of ancient apothecaries . Her 
name has given us the word panacea, 
meaning a cure-all or a solution to all 
problems. Epione was not made into a 
deity. bUI as the wife of Aselepius shc 
supposedly ass isled him. and thereby 
shared in his di vinity. She is often 
overlookcd in studies of my thology, 
but she could be thought of as the first 
nurse in recorded history . 

Asc1epius is portrayed on hundreds 
of Greek and Roman co ins , and is a 
popu lar figure on the currency struck 
in the cil ies that contain ed hi s temples 
of healing. The most famous cultic 
center of Asclepius was located in the 
Greek city of Epidau rus in Argo lis, 
bUI more than 200 temples were dedi­
cated to him throughout the ancient 
world . These tcmples served as hea lth 
care centers, hospitals, and clinics. 
Hi story mention s Ihe ci ties of Trikka 
(in Thessaly) and Epida uru s as the 

ca rl iest lo catio ns for Ascl ep ian 
temples. bUlthe first coinage show ing 
Ascl cpius as a deity was struck at 
Larissa in 460-400 B.C. (sec Greek 
Coins and Their Values, Vol. I, by 
David R. Sear, hereaftercitcd as Sear, 
coin num ber 2 I 16). Laler, Trik ka did 
show Asclep ius on its coins (struck 
in 400-344 B.C., Sear 2230) , wh ile 
Ep idaurus began to use the god of 
medicine on coins in 350-330 B.C. 
(Sear 2808) . 

The priests and pri estesses serving 
in the Asclepian sanctuaries promoted 
healing by using herbal prcparations. 
rest, diets. bat hs. exerc ises, massage, 
and sacred culti c an imal s suc h as 
snak es. They also interpreted the 
dreams of their patients in order to 
diagnose the il lness and prescribe the 
proper remedies, Modern psyc hia try 
has ils origin s in these Asclepian dream 
tcc hniques. Famous te mpl es to 
Asclepius were also located in the cit­
ies of Syracuse. Scli nus, Agrigentum, 
Dyrrhach ium, Pergamum. Cos, Metu­
pOli lum, and on the Tiber island in 
Rome. Th is temple in Rome was 
founded in 293 B.C., when a terri ble 
plague broke out and the Roman s ap­
pealcd to the Asc lepian temp le at 
Ep idaurus for help. As the ship carry-
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ing the doc tors and med icines from 
Epid:lUfus sailed up the Tiber, one of 
the sacred snakes esca ped and swam to 
the small island in the midd le of the 
river. Thi s was taken as adivineomen. 
and the temple/hospita l was built o n 
the very spot where the snake landed. 
Thi s legend is very charm ing, bu t ne­
glec ts the f<le t that there was an cu rlie r 
hosp it al on the Tiber isl and th:l! served 
as a quaran ti ne faci lity for the ci ty of 
Rome. 

The goddess Hyg ieia was almost <IS 
famous as her fa ther Asclepius. Cults 
devoted to her were established in many 
cou nt ries and c il ies in the ancie nt 
world. and were particu larly pro mi ­
nent in MCl aponturn , Cori nth , and 
Argos. In l<Her Roman mythology. 
Hygieill bec ame Salus, th e goddess of 
good he al!h. Salus is often seen on 
co inage feed ing a sac red snake. in 
un it at ion of Hyg ie ia ' s tradit ional pose. 
Hygie i:! was not neglected in nu mis­
matics, and she is show n on nu merous 
coi ns of the cities that embraced her 
cult and sanelU<lries. A coi n struck at 
Mel apontum in 400-350 B.C. shows a 
heau tiful bust of a youthfu l, di vine 
Hygi eia (Sear 406) . 

TIl e ci ty of Pcrgarnum became th e 
si lc for a later and import an t templ e to 

Asclcpius. and thi s hospital may have 
employed women healers. A coin 
struck in Pergamum under Antoninus 
Pius, A.D. 138-16 1. bcars the name of 
a female c ity magistrate called Prytanis 
(sec Greek Imperial Coil/s. by David 
R. Sear, no. 140 1). Th e appearance of 
a female city mllgi stratc is a rare oc ­
currence on ancie nt co inage. The re-
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verse o f th is coi n shows Asclepius 
holding a serpen t staff and standi ng 
bes ide his fa ther, the god ApolJo . 
Because of the reference to health dei­
tieson this coin , the fe male magistrate 
respons ib le for stri king the coin may 
ha ve been a fa mous doctor ,II the 
Asclepian temple. Thi s would have 
been her bes t, and perhaps only, pos­
sible career pa th to promincnce in the 
poli tics of the ci ty. 

Hygieia 's offi ci al position in my­
thology is described as the guardian of 
the sacred snakes used in the temples 
o f Aselepius. Apparentl y. trai ned 
snakes licked the wounds of people to 
heal them. Th is is not so bizarre an 
idea when one cons iders th at sc ienti sts 
today cl aim that a dog lickin g his 
wounds is cleHns in g and cu ring the 
injury by natural means. Al so today, 
the ve nom of snakes is collec ted for 
use in many med ici nes. These ancien t 
snakes, considered to be sacred and 
symbols o f good heal th. were prob­
ably a lso used for psychological heal ­
ing, If a snake approached a person in 
the temple. it was an omen that their 
ill ness would be successful ly cu red. 
The many G rcck and Roman coins 
struck with Hygieiu's image usually 
show her as a beau tiful youn g woma n, 
hold ing a large sacred snake and feed­
ing it from a bow l or patera. 

The revcrence give n to Hygie ia 
and her cu lt can be seen in the many 
statues made in her image, and in the 
coins which carry her li keness. She is 
one n show n on coi ns accompanyin g 
t\sclcp iu s. As she docs not occ upy an 
in ferior posi tion in the coin' s fiel d, 
and us her figure is the same size as her 



fa ther's. there can be no doubt that she 
was considered to be his equal and his 
full associate in the prac tice of medi-
cine. 

From these coins, we can see that 
Hy gicia was marc than just the guard­
ian of the sacred snake, and , very likely, 
she functioned as an expert doctor. 
She is often shown on coi ns and in 

sculpture examining pati ents or treat­
ing them. One coi n shows her exam ­
ining a naked man who holds hi s 
hand to his head, explain ing his sy mp­
toms, or perhaps show ing the doctor 
"where it hurts". The small ani mal at 
his feet may be an Asclepian cull ob­
jecl substituting for the healing sacred 
snake. 

Ep ione is first described as the wife 
of Asclepius by Pausanias, the Greek 
writer of the 2nd cen tury A.D. (De · 
sc ription of Greece, Book II . Chapter 

29) . She was revered by the Greeks as 
the ass istant to Asclepiu s and the 
mother of Hyg ie ia and Panaceia. 
Epione is supposed ly shown on a coin 
of Epidauru s, struck in 323·240 B.C., 
on which she is portrayed as a yo ung 
woman pourin g a potion from a phiale 
inlo a bowl or palera. No portray al of 
the goddess Panaceia has ever been 
ident ified on coi nage. and the fi gure 
on thi s co in may act ually be of her. and 
not of her mothe r, Epione. PunilCeia 
was credited with the inventio n of 
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herbal preparations or remedies. and 
her normal anributes would be the 
phiale and patera. as show n on thi s 
coin. The reverse of this coin shows 
the head of Asclepi us. and th is refers 
10 the famou s school and cult ofheal­
ing located in Epidaurus. 

According to legend . Asclepius and 
Epionc act uall y had fou r daughters . 
The lesser two. named laso and Oeglc, 
were probably not in volved in medi­
cine, and very little is kn own about 
them. Also, in The Iliad. Homer men­
tioned that the "sons of Asclepius", 
named Machaon and Podaleirios. were 
com petent and sk illful ph ysicians who 
tended the wou nds of the Greek war­
riors at Troy . They led the Thcssalian 
contingent from Trikka, wherean early 
temple to Asclepius was located. These 
two physicians may have been early 
disciples of Asclepius, and not his natu­
ral sons. They arc described in litera­
ture as mortal men who died in baltle. 
but the two da ughters of Asclepius are 
listed as goddesses. Th is undoubtedly 
indicates that hi s daught ers were more 
important than any o f Asclepiu s' sons 
or disciples. 

From the numismatic evide nce, it 
should be concluded tha t Hygieia and 
Panaceia were brill iant and in novat ive 
healers, who worked very closely with 
their father and fully deserved the 
honor of beco ming divi nc. Today, 
women choosing to cnter the medical 
profession are walk ing in the ancien t 
footsteps of Hyg ieia and Panaceia. By 
choos in g a career as healers, they arc 
fo llowing a grand tradition that pre­
dated recorded history, and existed 
long before the estahlishment of the 
gods on Mou nt Olympus. 

Notcs and Bi bliography: 
I Womanlist, by M. We iser and J. 

Arhei te r. At heneum, New York, 
198 1, page 137. 

2 Women in While, Their Role as Doc· 
tors Throll gh the Ages. hy G. Marks 
and W. Beatty, Charles Scribncrs 
SOilS, New York, 1972, page 4 1. 

3 Ex od us 4:24-26. 
4 History of Rome from its FOIwda­

riolls, by Livy, Book I, Chapter 41. 
Pengu in Class ics, translated by A. 
Dc Se lincourt, London, 1967, page 
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5 A History of Warnell ill Medicine, by 
Kale Ca mpbell Hurd-Mead. 
Haddam , Con necticut. 1938. page 
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6 The Iliad, by Homer, Book XI, 740. 
7 Wom en ill White, as ahovc, page 42. 



Choice material is focus of Antiqua catalogue 
Antiqua Inc. has published their lal ­

est offering of ancient coins an d art, 
Catalogue III. This offering has some­
th ing for all levels of collectors . A spe­
cial focus has been to appeal to the 
collector of discriminating tastes and 
to offer choice material al affordable 
markel prices. 

With every lot ill ustrated in a 48-
page fo rmat, Catalogue II I begins with 
a choice selection of Greek coins in all 
precious melals. From early incuse 
coinage of Magna Graeca to the east· 
ern empires of Bactria and Ptolemaic 
Egypt, many examples are offered for 
sale. Some of the highlights are an 
extremely rare didrachm of Tare ntum 
with the ride r and Taras encircled by 
waves; early examples of northern 
Greek coinage from se ldom offered 

cities such as Lete, Thasos, O lynthus, 
and Sc ion ; splendid examples from 
commercially powerful cit ies such as 
Ath ens, Corinth, and Rhodes; and a 
mint state gold octodrachm of Ptolemy 
VI depicting Queen ArsinOe. 

The Roman coinage features 220 
select denarii, antoniniani, argenti, and 
siliquae from the Republic, 
Imperatorial, and Imperia l pe riods. 
The ever-popu lar first century A.D. fea­
tu res examples from practically all of 
the Twelve Caesars. The adoptive or 
"good" empe rors Ne rva, Tra jan, 
Hadrian, Antoninus P ius , Marc us 
Aurelius, and Lucius Verus are repre­
sented with over 100 specimens of 
choice examples, with many rare and 
se ldom offered reve rse types. The 
Severan dynasty is highlighted by sev-

eral ra re issues, such as the mu ltiple 
family portrait coinage and the Four 
Seasons reverse of Caracalla . Rari­
t ies offered include choice Extremely 
Fine and superb examples of Didius 
Jul ianus, Gordian I, Gordian III as Cae­
sa r, Orbiana, Paulina, and a flawless 
argentius of Diocletian. 

Hoover receives top Ferguson award 

The catalogue concludes with a 
selection of fine antiquit ies. Quality 
antiquities from the Near Eastern, 
Egyptian, Greek, and Roman civiliza­
t ions are offered . Among the high ­
li ghts of this section are two choice 
cyl inder seals from Old Babylonia ; 
two Egyptian heart scarabs insc ribed 
with spells f rom the "Book of the Dead"; 
figurines in bronze, gold, and silver 
from the C lassical period; a cho ice in ­
taglio ; two cameos and a carnelian 
bust of Cupid; pottery from Greece 
and Rome; terracotta f igu res; and a 
f ine selection of choice oi l lamps de­
picting seldom offered scenes of Ro­
man tife. The J .D. Ferguson Historical Re­

search Foundation recently announced 
the winn ers of the un iversity student 
essay awards fo r 1995. The post 
graduate award, which carries with it 
a cash payment of $1,000, was won 
by Oliver Hoover of Hami lton, Ontario , 
for his paper "Preemptive Strike: The 
Image of Authority on the Dated Coins 
of Herod the Great". The two under­
graduate awards were won by Martin 
Beckmann of Pembroke, Ontario and 
Jean-Luc Gauville of Montreal, Que­
bec . Beckmann's pape r is ent itl ed 
"The Palaeography of Early Byzantine 
Coin Inscriptions: A Geographical 
AnalYSiS", while Gauville wrote on "The 
Introduct ion of the Solidus and Its Eco­
nomic and Monetary Implication". 

In making the announcement, the 
Chairman of the Foundation , Will iam 
H. McDonald, commented on the high 
quali ty of all the papers subm itted and 
the promising outlook fo r this impor­
tant program in the future. The win­
ning papers, since they are on subjects 
related to ancient coinage, will be pub­
li shed shortly in The Picus, the annua l 
journa l of the Classical & Medieval 
Numismatic Society. Some other pa­
pers which were runners-up to the win­
ning papers will also be published in 
numismatic journals as selected by the 
Foundation. 

The Un iversity Awards Program is 
designed to encourage research and 
writing at the university level in Canada 
on numismatic oriented subjects. All 
papers achieving awards are published 
in a Canadian numismatic journal or 
publication of the Ferguson Founda-

l ion's choice. For further info rmation, 
contact Or. E.B. Bann ing , J.D. Fe rgu­
son Histo rical Research Foundation, 
58 Boultbee Ave., Toronto, Ontario M4J 
lBl , Canada; phone (416) 463-0399; 
e-mail banning@epas.utoronto.ca 

Catalogues can be requested free 
of charge by writing to Antiqua Inc., 
20969 Ventura Blvd., Suite 11, Wood ­
land Hi lls, CA 91364; phone (818) 887-
0011 ; fax (818) 887-0069. 
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New venue for NYINC brings mixed responses 
and new challenges for show management 

by Wayne C. Sayles 
The New York In ternational Numis­

mat ic Convention's shift in venue, from 
IhcShcraton Hotel in M id-town Manhat­
tan to the World Trade Center in New 
Yo rk's financial district, received mixed 
reviews from dealers and collectors in 
attendance . The Spring convent ion , 
which was hel d June 6-9, was the first 
event in the new location. The move was 
prompted by a long history of contract 
problems aL the lormcr site. 

In contrast to the facil ities at the 
Sheraton , the World Trade Center is 
ve ry open and "airy" . The bourse, sct 
up on the me zzanine of building One, 
overlooked the reception floor of the 
center and surrounded the inner core 

oCthe structure. A very tal l ceiling and 
exterio r glass walls further enhanced 
the effect of spaciousness . One inci­
dental be nefit was the existence of 
strong natural li ghting, which is a plus 
when ex amin ing ancient coins. The 
World Trade Center is easi ly acces­
sible, and the surrounding area is no­
ticeably cleaner than Mi d-town . 

Becauseofthecxtremely wide aisle 
fOTlransit aro und the floor, wh ich is an 
anoma lly at coin shows in general, 
so me visitors felt a Iltt le awed by the 
im mensity of the space. Aside from 
this, most commen ts were posiTive. 
Certainly, there was much less jos­
tl ing , tripping over chairs, and clatter­
ing of fallen lamps . 

6 KIRKDAVIS 
Classical Numismatics 
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One area of concern, iron ic ally 
spurred by th is unusual openness, was 
securi ty. The ease of entrance to the 
bourse floor , al though a convenience 
to visitors, created problems for deal­
ers. On set-up day, one visiting dealer' s 
bag was reported ly stole n as he was 
being photographe d for a badge. 
Again, as the show ended and dealer's 
were packing to leave, a cart with coins 
belonging to Tamco Numi smat ics of 
Sweden was stolen from the bourse 
110OT. In both of these cases , the bags 
were briefly left unattended. Reports 
from witnesses seem to indicate that 
severa l thieves were involved in the 
snatch and run hits . In tile latter case, 
a suspect 10, along wit h a license plate 
number, was reported to pol ice. For­
lUnately, on Tuesday follow ing the 
show, it was repo rted that all of the 
Tamco merchandise had been recov­
ered . Further details were not avail­
able. As a result of the incidents, entry 
controls at fuLure shows wi ll u ndoubt~ 
edly be reinforced. 

The bourse was very active on Fri ­
day , the first day of the show, bu t 
attendance seemed to fa lloff some­
what on Saturday. Sunday was a rela­
tively slow day , as usual. Overall, 
reports from dealers ind icated only 
moderate activity in ancients. 

Auctions held in conjunc tion with 
the conven tio n were also moderate ly 
success ful. On Thursday and Friday 
evenings, Classical Numismatic Group 
featured just under 2,000 lots of an­
cient, med ieval and modern world 
coinage . Greek coinage was weak 
overall, but co ins of significant rarity 
or extremely high grade sold we ll. A 
ni ce YF and rare bronze hexas fro m 
Himera, with facing gorgon head, 
brought S 1,400 against an estimate of 
$I,OUO. A rare si lver staler from Lete, 
wilh satyr and nymph; drew a winning 
bid of $3,200, and a superb Alexander 
tetradrachm from Memph is climbed 
25% above the estimate to a hammer 



price of $4,000. Conversely, several 
attractive and desirable specimens in 
the Greek silver category sold at only 
60-70% of estimate. 

The highly pub licized sil ver tetra­
drachm from Kos with the diskobolos 
(discus thrower) obverse sold slightly 
under estimate at $ 14,000. A rare 
Lyc ian stater of the dynast Zagaba 
opened at $8,000 and sold for $ 11 ,500 
in active floor bidding. Perhaps the 
highlight of the Greek section was an 
historically important silver tetra­
drachm of Seleukos I (3 12-280 B.C. ) 
with a horned horse on the obverse and 
elephant on the reverse. Estimated at 
$15,000, the VF specimen was ham­
mered down at $20,500. 

Results in the Roman section were 
mixed as wel l. An exceptional ses­
tertius of Domitian sold at $5,600, 
but a rare antoninianus of Pacatian­
estimated at $10,000 .and opened at 
$7,500- did not sell. Byzantine gold 
was actively bid to somewhat belteT 
prices than typical for recent sales. 
Turkoman figural coins from the 
Spengler/Sayles reference collections 
largely wen t unsold, wi th only the most 
visually attractive pieces receiving 
successful bids . Overall receipts for 
the CNG sale were approximately 
$9 19,000. 

On Saturday evening , Pegasi Nu­
mismatics held Auction II , also in con­
junct ion with the NYINC. The sale 
consisted of 618 lots of ancient, medi­
eval and world coinage. Overall re­
su lts were s imi larto those experienced 
earlier by CNG, wit h a noticeable 
weakness in the Greek area. The Pegasi 
auction was bouyed by a relatively 
strong book, but unso ld lots were to be 
found nonetheless. 

A silver tetradrachm from Ainos 
(474-449 B.C.) brought $3,400 in VF+ 
conditio n, wh il e a Lyd ian gold stater 
of Croesus managed $4,000 against a 
54,750 est imate. A pair of aEF to EF 
Judaean Revolt shekels, one from Lhe 
First Revolt, and one fro m the Bar 
Kochba Revolt, brought $1,400 and 
$1,750 respectively. 

In the Roman section, a tetradrachm 
from Antioch with busts of Cleopatra 
and Marc Antony sold for $4,500 in 
aEF condition. The highlig ht of the 
Roman coins was a denarius of Clod ius 
Macer, which opened at $18,000 and 
sold for $21 ,000 against a $22,000 
estimate. 

An auction of world coins and med­
als by Pau l Bosco on Sunday after-

noon rounded out the schedule of auc­
tions held inconjunction with the show. 

An auct ion of ancient, world, and 
U.S. coins was held by Stack's in Mid­
town Manhattan on Mo nday fo llo w­
ing the show. The anc ients session 
contained over 600 lots, with a nice 
representation of ancient gold, as well 
as Greek silver and bronze. Bidding 
was spirited throughout the sale, but 
what attracted particular attention were 
groups of interesting hoard eoins­
Gal lic gold staters, Roman Republi­
can 60 As pieces, gold staters of Koson, 
sil ver drachm s and didrachms of 
Lariss a, Nagidos sta ters, Severan 
denari i, and bronze folIes of Ga leria 
Valeria . Heavymail bidding and strong 
floor action combined to produce results 
generally at high estimate and over. 

Individu al rari ties also sold ex-
tremely well. For example, a choic e 
gold octodrachm of Ptolemy II real­
ized $5,500, while a lo vely silver 
dodekadrachm of Ptolemy fetched 
$17,000 against an estima te of 
$12,500-$17,500. An exceptional col­
lection of Judaic sil ver coins was also 
offered, highl ighted by a Year 2 and 
Year 3 First Revolt half shekel , both of 
which real ized $3,000, and a superb 
Year 3 Second Revolt tetradrachm 
which fetched $3,500. 

An educational program was sched­
uled as usual, with speakers and meet­
ings of several organizations. Chris 
Connell spoke to the Classi cal Num is­
matic Society of the Delaware Valley 
about Byzantine fractional coinage, 
while the ANS Medieval Department 
presented a lecture titled "The English 
Sterling on the Continent, 1150-1250 
A.D.", by Bradley McLain. William 
F. Spengler and WayneG. Say les spoke 
to Orien tal Numismatic Society mem­
bers about coinage of the Zengids, a 
12theentury Turkoman tribe, and Larry 
Gentile led a meeting of the Young 
Num ismatists, a regular highlight of 
this convention. The Professional 
Numismatists Gui ld also participated 
in the You ng Numismatists program 
by donati ng a supply of thei r popular 
"Penny Boards" . 

Overall, aside from the incidents of 
theft, the new venue seems to be an 
im provement over the old. The De­
cember show will be an acid test of 
acceptance by col lectors and Euro­
pean dealers, but armed with the expe­
riences of this Spring conventi on, the 
outcome should be positive. 

Vest Pocket Coins 
146 Dove St., Albany, NY 12202 

call Peter Laskaris (518) 462·1165 
A li't of Byzanti"" coin< ID by S &ar /I and GR 
Gricrl;on • . All coins are returnable for lOdays and 
guaranteed gcnuine . Phone reservations are ad,·ised. 
call any lime. All prices include postage and insur. 
aIlCe. Checls in US dOllars only ptc~se; all overseas 
orderl; will be ",m "'gistered at buyer. risk. 

S533. AE Fol li,. MaLlliceTiocrius. lhcup. XUllI . off 
r. VF.. . ........... $32.50 

S494. AE Follis. Maurice llberiu<. CON. XII. affD. 
Busl crowned. RAR E VF .... .. ... ..... ....... .... S37 . .50 

S845. AE Fol li,. Heracliu" Stlecia l<auria. year6. off 
A. Nice F+. quit" RARE ...... ..... ... .. .. .... ... .. .. $105 

S833. AE Folli,. Justin I counter marked Herocliu, . 
Patina slightly coarse. va . . ... .... $27 . .50 

S1652. AE Folli,. Mkh",,1 !I Syrac",e. VI' $37.50 
SI667. AE Follis. 111copbilus. CO N. A VI' $27 . .50 
S1889. AE Cia" I. ANON Folli,. Nicephorus III. 

AV F.. . .. ... $22.50 
SI944. Billon Tmchy. John II, 2 pC'. AV8. VF. nice 

for these $65 
SI %6. Billon Trachy. Manud I. VI' .... ... ... .. $27 . .50 
Sl <)9 1. g inon Trachy. Isaac Comncnus. Usurper in 

Cyprus, VF, usual partlal flat striking .. ...... $185 
S2003. Billon Trochy.lsaac Angtlus. EF .. .. $32.50 
S2061. AE Trach y. Theodore I Lusc~ris. be~utiful 

dJrk green patina. r,:. brochge. VF ... ...... ... .. $64 
S2064, AR Tmchy. 11leodore 1 Conmenu.< La,caris, 

EF.. . ..... ..... $330 
S2161 , AE 3m Module Trachy . "Theodore Conmenu . 

Otlca! of1Oess~10n;ca. ragged edge & rev ce ntered 
high but VF & Nice for these . RA RE ....... ..... $79 

S2202. AE Sm MoJulc Troc hy of John Comne"LJ' 
Otlca" nice palina. ,m edge ch ip bU l VI' .$79 

GRI126.AETrachy. TheodoreManhpha,. U\urlJ"r 
at Philadelphia. VI'. wllegendon obvn,e(unusual 
thus) rev poorly struck alma&! obscure . VERY 
RARE. Mt lislcd in Scur .. .. $165 

S2269. AE Trachy. Michael VIll. gorge<Jus green 
patina. gl>Od VI'. .. . ........ ... $140 

S2481. AE A'.,arion. Andronicus Ill. gl>Od F. mce 
green p~tina. quilc RAII. E.. . . . S74 

PATRICK FINN 
Numismatist 

Specialist in Early British 
Scottish, Irish and 
Anglo-Gallic Coins 

Advice given on valuation, 
auctions, insurance and 
numismatic literature. 

List of coins for sale available 
three times per year, usually 
about 500 coins listed and 
many illustrated. Write for 
complimentary copy and be 

sure you are on our mailing list. 

PAlRICK FINN Numismatist 
P.O. Box 26 
Kendal 
Cumbria LA9 7 AD 
England 

Telephone: 01539730008 
Fax: 01539721800 
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EDXRF: 
Fun with ancient • 

COIns 

by Ronald T. Kneusel 

Energy Di spers ive X-Ray Fluores­
cence, or EDXRF, is a non -destruct ive 
method for determi ning the elementa l 
composition of a sample. It is also fun, 
especial ly when applied to anc ien t 
coins. Basically. EDX RF amo un ts to 
bombarding a sample with a shower of 
x-rays and measuring the energy of lhe 
x-rays the sample emil s . EDXRF 
works nicely with me tals, especial ly 
copper, silver, and gold, which just 
happen to be the most common coin­
age metals. 

In th is article we'll look at how 
EDXRF works, how we interpret what 
it tells us (and doesn '[ te ll us), and give 
some examples of EDXRF as applied 
10 ancient coins. Th is is certainly not 
new territory, but it is a useful tech­
nique and a nice combination of an­
cient and modern. 

How It Works 
X-rays consis t of pholOns with en ­

ergies j ust aho ve those of ultraviolet 
light. Think of x-rays as ultra-ultra­
violet light. While there arc several 
ways to produce x-rays. the simplest 
source is rad ioactive material, whe re 
x-rays are produced as part of the natu-

FRANK L. KOVACS 
Expert in Ancient Coins & Antiquities 

Greek, Roman, and Byzantine coins 
of the most unusual types and best condition. 

1 normally work directly with individual collectors by ap­
pointment, at shows, or via letter. Occasional catalogues. 
Advanced collectors will particularly benefit from my 30 
years experience. 

When in the San Francisco Bay area call fo r an appointment. 
Future Shows: New York Spring Inn., June 6-9; SF Int'!., 
Nov. 7·9; NY InCl.. Dec. 6-9,1996. 

PHONE (4 15) 574-2028 FAX (415) 574-1995 
RnKovacs@ix.netcom,com 

p.o. Box 25300, San Mateo, California 94402-5300 
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ral decay process. For the coins a na­
lyzed here, a fairly energetic ameri­
c ium (Am) source was used. The x­
rays e mitted by the americi um were in 
turn used to "excite" a molybdenum 
targe!. "Excite" here means ejecting 
the inner shell electrons in the molyb­
denum target, thereby causing outer 
shell electrons to take the ir place by 
falling from a higher energy level 10 a 
lower energy level. This "falling" 
process emits x-rays. These second­
ary x-rays, then, are used to analyze 
the sample. When they hit the sample 
the sa me thing happened as happened 
in the molybdenum: the clements in 
the sample have their inn er shell elec­
trons ejected and outer shell clectrons 
take their p lace. This time, the x-rays 
emitted from the sample are measured 
and their energy recorded. 

The key concept here is that the 
e lements in the sam ple em it x-rays of 
discrete energies, energies that corre­
spon ded to the configuration of the 
electrons in the elemen t itself. Each 
clement has a di fferent configuration 
of electrons, so each e lement emits a 
characteristic spectrum of x-rays: an 
elemental "fingerprint". This finger­
print allows the element to be clearly 
identified as present in the sample. 

What Does It Tell Us? 
The x-rays leaving the sample were 

eapturcd by a detector whic h, along 
with some electronics, generated a 
voltage that was proportional to the 
energy of the x-ray detected. This 
voltage was in turn measured elec­
troni cally by a multichannel pulse 
height analyzer (MCA), which acts 
very much like a CD player in reverse. 
The CD player takes a series of ones 
and zeros, sixteen at a time, and out­
puts a voltage that is proportional to 
th at series o f ones and zeros. Do this 



44 ,100 times a second and you get CD qual ity sou nd . Now, 
th ink about going bac kwards, wh ich is what was done in 
order to record the CD. Th is time the voltage is chan ged inlO 
It number. Th is is what an MeA docs. The number corre­
sponds to a bin, of wh ich the MeA has 1024. When it gets 
the number it looks at that bin and adds one to wh at ever 
number it fi nds there, If the MCA ru ns long enough, il will 
count all Ihe x-rays and place the counts in the bins that 
correspond to the x-ray energy. This bu ild s a spec trum o f the 
x-r:ly energ ies ernilted by the sample, and ca n be used to 
('Ii.!tcrm ine the elements those x-rays came frolll. What we 
sec is an x-y plot of channel num ber (x-ray energy) and thc 
number of x-rays of that energy cou nted . Over time peaks 
will appear. Match these peaks to a table o f x-ray energies 
to identi fy the elements. 

One might wonder if thc number of x-rays counted for 
eac h peak tells us something about the alllount of th at 
clement in the sa mpl e. TL docs, and it doesn't. Whi le there 
is a rel ationship between thc amount of an elemcnt in the 
samp le and the number o f x-rays counted , there are also 
other factors present that can enhance or in hi bit x-ray emis­
sion . Therefore, it is dangerous to attempt to make a 
quan titative statement about the amount of an clemen t wi th­
out ca reful anal ysis, However, if one sam pl e is very much 
li ke another in size and shape, and if the clements are mixed 
even ly throughout the samples, then it is possible to compare 
Ihe rati os of peaks from di fferen t el ements to get an idea of 
thc relative abundance between sam ples. So, wh ile one 
cannOt. with Ibi s set up. say that tbecoi n is 2% silvcr and 98% 
copper. one ca n say that there is less silver in this coin than 
in a s imi lar coin . Still, it is a qualitati ve statemen t, and not 
a quant itative one, 

Some Examples 
And now ror some examples. Here I present the x-ray 

spec tra for s ix coin s: AR tetradrachm, Alex ander the Great; 
billon stater, Durotriges, Britai n; AE du pondiu s, Nerva; 
bi ll on anlOninianu s, Valerian; AE3, Co nstantine the Great; 
and AE4, Theodosius II (Figures I a-f) . When vi ewin g these 
spectra, keep in mind Ihat the horizontal axis co rresponds to 
the energy of the x-ray. and that the vert ical ax is is the 
nu turallog of the number of cou nts in each channel (bin ). 
Using the natural log makes small peaks more vis ible, In 
eac h spectrum the peaks have been identified by elemen t. 
The unlabeled grou p of fo ur peaks, two narrow and two 
broad, are caused by thc molybdenu m in the EDXRF setup 
and arc not present in thc coins . 

Fi gure la is from a si lver tetradrachm of Alexander the 
Great. The Greeks did a nice job when it came to pu ri fying 
silver (Ag), a lthough there is al most always some lead (Pb) 
prese nt as the two cleme nt s occur toge ther natura ll y.1 Fig­
ure I b is a billol! stater from the Durotrigcs in southwestern 
Brita in . This is a very crude coin, and was less than sterling 
due to thecopper (Cu) present. Figure I c belongs to a bronze 
dupondius of Ihe Roman emperor Nerva. Min ted from 
'oricha1cum ' (brass), these coins owe their yellowish color 
to the presence of zi nc (2n).2 Fi gure Id represents a billon 
nn toninianus of Val eri an. Th is coin is s imilar to the bill on 
sta ter mentioned above. Figure Ie shows an AE 3 of 
Co nstantine the Greal. Even thou gh it is no! at all visible, 
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Figure 1a, Macedonian Empire, Alexander III 
(the Greal, ca. 330 B. C. , silver tetradrachm. 
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Figure Ib, Duro/riges, Celtic Britain , 
ca. 50 B.C., bi/lon Slater. 

" 
'" 

Figure I e, Roman Emperor Nero. 
ca. A.D. 98, AE dupondius. 
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Figure 1 d, Roman Emperor Valerian, 
ca, AD. 250, billon antoninianus 
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Ihis coi n act ual ly doesconlai n somcs ilver. This is consistent 
with what is known about the debaseme nt of Roman s ilver up 
to the time of Constantine ) Lastly, Figure I fi s oran AE4 of 
Theodosius 11 . The presence orl ead (Pb) was not expected in 
Ihi s coin , and is perhaps intent iona l? Were thin gs rea1!y so 
bad in the later empi re thaI even the bron ze coins were 
debased? 

Conclusion 

Figure 1e, Constantine the Great, ca. A.D. 315, AE3. 

EDXRF is a useful tool for analyzing ancient coins. It is 
non-destructive and does not require the use of high grade 
specime ns. The examples above serve as an in troduction 
on ly. With so me effort, thi s tec hn ique can be used to 
determine the absol ute quantities of each clement in the 
coins, though this requires the creation of targets of known 
composition as a re rerence ror comparison. It has been 
suggested that it might be pOSSible to use modern coins, with 
wel l known compos itions, as th e basis fo r comparison. 
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The data presented above was collected in October of 
1994 at Valparaiso Uni versity, Valparaiso, In diana. I wish 10 
thank the Department of Physics and Astro nomy fo r the usc 
o f the EDXRF lab and equ ipment. in particular, Dr. Donald 
Koetke for his gui dance, both then and in years past. 
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Figure 1 f, Roman Emperor Theodosius II, 
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ca. AD. 425, bronze AE4. 

GREAT SELECTION OF LOW COST BOOKS 
NOTHING OVER $20 " .. 

(over $100 deduct 10%, over $200 deduct 15%) 
GREEK 
6a ..... i-l. Facing HearJs "" GrH/< Coins S8,00 
E~niNi<>n CalalC9 m, Sa.rell 10< Alexandftr _ $15,00 
Fe ltows , Coin, 01 ArlClenl L)It'" " '''''" . , '''''' .. , . .. " . ,. ,. $' ~,OO 
F">I<t!'ICe. Geograpf>jc,1 Lexicon of G,_ 

CoOo Inscl",,,",s $ I~,OO 

Glrd ..... r. Glee!< eo..tJ '" IN BrdlSh 
Museum· Syr"., _______ _ ........... S20,00 

Head. eo..t$ 01 ArICiowIr 8c>Hilt .. S20,00 
Hoi. DoI"""",veQ>rs-"'l1Anci!W GtHk Coo'I$ __ •... S20,00 
Hii. s.tI<!ct GtOOI< Coi'\, .. . ... S2000 
Imhoft-Blume,. M.11los. Meoar-sos. Mriodl<t 

du Pyr.mas .. '" ,.,, ' ,. ,., . .. ,.,.".,.,.,. , $10,00 
Kambaoi s. Nores SurL. CloUHm",,' 

Clonoligiqu. rJe. MOIln,",s 0·AI/)""5 . .", ., $15,00 
Klawans , Quilin, 01 Anclenl Greek Coins $15,00 
KrU1. Coinage 01 SyNri$ ,. '5,00 
Malloy. COf11sO/Amis/$.. . ..... ,., '13,00 
McDonald. $;/_ COllIs oIC,.I. ,. S7 00 
Nar.",. CcinTn><'$oI~' _ . $ 15 .00 
Ns-I. Som'~A"~ __ ............ $7 00 
Newell. Standard PtoIemtIit: $iIwJr ...................•...... 56.00 
Ratio, Cole ColI. t.IontIai(los de T2'MtIJ • __ .......... ,., $15.00 
Roo;n$Of1. Punic Coins 01 A.ocJeflt $pain $7.00 
R(IS@<">.CoII of Afctl.ti:: Greek Coins $15.00 
So",,,,,,,, , Sur I.t Si(yri/icSiioo 005 TYPlJS 

M<>IIe/~ilei rjeS Anci<tns , __ ." " ,, ., ... , 58.00 
ROMAN 
k "81m&r1. FouI"$ & FOIgftf",' .' $5.00 
kk""""n. Rom.., eo... Tn. AIls ... , .. .. .............. , ..... $5.00 
Al\oIdi. Vicl.OOIJS 01 G.I&nu.; .................... . S5.00 
Askew. Cons 01 Roman Bnfall'J _ S~.OO 
6oyc9. F~I""'o..tedeo.nsolRMl<O ____ __ ____ ._._._ $20_00 
8rown. Coins 01 E~N'.. $4.00 
8rown. Coi'\s 01 Traian o..s:.s . " ,00 
6'0""', R"",,,,,,,·8t#fS/l eo... $',00 
Carson. TI>8 G<1<'I9vB "~s $5,00 
Greut>e r, Coins 01111, T,jumvll$ .,, ", .,.,"'" ,., .. ,.,. $',00 

H. , cw.s (]I Sept.""" SoIwtu$. ____ ,_, ."" ....... .. S I8.00 
I(enne~. ibm"" M0n8)'l1fS" __ , ... . .. " ... .. .. $4,00 
Kraay, Coi1~96 01 Vi'>dex .ndGa,'tl.'I _ ,_,., ." ....... $4.00 
Lu urence. MfJdalS o/Cilvi'lo (P~du"n) ........ ....... . .. ... . $6.00 
Mal1ing~. Coin";;e O/thlJ Ciw WafS $5.00 
Mal1in(j~. Fe< T6mf! Rflpafl'>a . SS.OO 
Malling~. V"fiouJ SI)'IeS Rom.n R~n 

Coin~;;e ....... . 58.00 
Ratto. SyrJet!Iwn Col. AHG"", .......................... '12.00 
_08. l<MrllityIng Rom.In CoO'Is .. . . $ 18.00 
$yOOnham. ~ 01 AIJgU$lUS • • ••••••••.• $5.00 
$ydooham. eo.n.g. ~un.'" C~OOcia . . .... .. $20.00 
$yOOoham. Co.tI5 01 N4fo .. ... .. .. .... .. . .. .. .. .. ......... ... .... $20.00 
Webb. Pm·Reform Coin.a~ of OlOCifII;"n .... ........ ...... $3.00 
Westdal . {);criooary Romwn Coin Inocfiplioo5 .. ... ..... SI5.00 
BYZANTINE 
SAles. Brunlir># C<:W>, $20.00 
1lco1<. EaSlem Rom." 5_,01$ 

oIlh6 SBsr6<l0lJ ................ ....... ................ $20.00 
Berk. ByDW ... N""';" Btb/io(Iraphy(195().l!J6S} .. $20.00 
L.I>oIQ. /tItt"odu<11aI to Brr."r..,. Co.tIs .. $15 00 
MIDDLE EAST 
Album. Malsde<fJ N"",it;mlrl Or...-.ra lia IlIttSIrJIla •. $20.00 
San~s. CoinsolBibIft Oo)'ll .,., .. ,., .,.,., ., , ,., . . , ... " .. ,. $le,OO 
Hil. Coinag<J of ScuthlJm Af~M $6,00 
J8cOO, Co." & er.fjsIiM#r ,. '"'''' $14,00 
L8ne·Poole. Coins 01 Am • ..,i Kilalile/"rs_ '" $12,00 
M_, HisiOl)' al (~len1) J.wisfl CoOos .. .. ,. ,., $20,00 
Malssoo. God's. G_su, II HMoos <>II 

AncitIrn CanI ()/ ~ o..ys . $20,00 
Piai'll • • ~ CDi'll /I How/O Rud n",m ..... $20.00 
Rein.Ch. Jtrwi$n eo.., .... .. '15.00 
Romanoff. ~ ~ <>II AIIdetII Coins ._ .•..•.• $20_00 
y"""' ..... Moo;", 01",. Bjf)jf ... . ... , $12.00 
MEDIEVAL 
Beny, Medi8v~1 E~ Jtrron. . $15,00 
Den Duyts. MC<1""ieJ, FIJlnd6ts, IJI~bant 

Hainoi & Lu~emb8tg ,. _ ""'''" ... ,.,.,." , ,. $:1'0.00 

Ekluno:l , CounlrJrsolNumc.tg ,. .,.,.". ,.,., SS.oo 
~I., I.DO:l Ye.ars ()/ BoI>emi~n Coina9IJ ' .. , ..... ,.,.,., $8.00 
LambIos, CoinS· G_08 RullJrs olCn"", , .. " .,.,.,., $5.00 
Lamb/os, Unpub/iWfldCoinal Gl.tlenlza "" $5.00 
Lhotka, MedifvalBraclalfl1 ,.,." ....•... ,., .,.,., ... ,.,., ... " . $1200 
Lr.ot\o;a , Meditwll /OfIrien Coins _ ., .. , ... ,. S 15,00 
Seaby. Cons~(l996~.) __ . .. $20.00 
Schtal<. CooWlnt';:nr7ll,nr..., B.1~ .... $6 .00 
Szego. CcinJ 01_"" Aus/fioo 

(com..., in ~ lwei .•.•. _ .•.•.• _-. ....................... $15.00 
Wake<. RitarJi'lg M«IifIoIaIE~" CcinJ .. ' 12 .00 
GENER"L 
CIaif1· Slefao'"H. &Ie<:! Nvmismlltic BiI;JbogliJPllr ,., $:1'0,00 
Coins 0/ roo Afchbi$lloC 01 C,nl6rDury _ .. , .. , ,., $15,00 
Craswell. E4rlyCoini SE Asia $10,00 
Creswell. CllineH C.SlI "."" .,"""."''',,.,'' '''" ... ", ., $12,00 
Davis , AncirMl Coi'Is 01 Ceylon S I 5,00 
Gibbs. CII""ulm~IN'fn<I'; _ ., ...... , .. $20.00 
GranL AtI<"WIr HrJrory AI_ . ................................. $12.00 
H • . BecIr", rn. Qx#ItIrleirfr .. _ $20.00 H-. 1m~1 Persian eon.oe _. . .... $8 .00 
KoIary. /dotph()I()(r)IoICoins . S20.00 
KIa_os. /fafl<lt>r:Jo/(oIG~aI1Coins . . , .. ,., .. SI2.00 
McClean, "",~0IW9igl1f__ _ _______ ••.• " S15.00 
Reed, Odd& Curious Coins .".""" ,.,.", .,.,., .,,",.,, .,.,., sa.OO 
SvorC<'lO$. CllriSi()(J()ukJllh. Coonle,fefflJf ., .,., ."., ,. 515.00 
Welle r, Cle8n>->g1l Preurvtrlion alCoins & M_ls 516.00 

NOTE: FULL LINE OF SEABY BOOKS 
AT 20% OFF, CALL OR WRfTEII 

Shipping $3_00 titsl book , $1_00 each a~ional book 

SANFORD J. DURST 
11 Clinton Avenue 

Rockville Center, NY 11570 USA 
Phone: 1-516-766_44441 Fax: 1-516-766-4520 
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Martin catalogue 
features a variety 
of special offers 

The May/June fixed price catalogue 
of C.J. Marlin (Coins) Ltd. features an 
interesting variety of ancient and Brit­
ish coinage. With about 650 lots, the 
list covers the ancient Greek and Ro­
man periods well, but what makes the 
list interesting are th e specia l offers 
sprinkled throughout. These are se­
lect groups of coinage , sometimes 
hoard material, somet imes from spe­
c ialized collect ions, that are worthy of 
a closer look . 

Gold coinage begins the presenta­
tion, with 30 examples of Greek, Ro­
man, Byzantine, and medieval issues. 
A go ld noble of the British king Edward 
II I from Calais, ex Pinchbeck Hoard, 
high lights the section: It is offered at 
£1 ,150. 

Several selections from hoards are 
included in with the Greek silver: Athe­
nian tetradrachms of the late 5th cen­
tury in EF at £645, second centu ry 
hemid rachms of Sicyon in good VF at 
£6 5, and a specia li zed collection of 
drachms of the Parth ian king Orodes 
II in good VF at £27. 50 . Following the 
Greek s ilver are short runs of Greek 
and Greek Imperial bronze, along with 
a group of Jewish coins . 

The Roman secti on leads off with a 
dive rse group of Republican denarii, 
with examples ranging in price from 
£39.50 to £975. Roman Imperial coin­
age fea tures a specia l offer from a re ­
cent hoard. The hoard contained 110 
plated sil ve r denarii of Claudius. The 
firm has grouped the best 12 pieces 
f rom the hoard, and offe rs them in EF 
conditi on at £495. Anothe r interesting 
highlight is a group of Divva denari i of 
Antoninus Pius through Lucilla in mint 
states of prese rvat ion. A group of 
antonin ian i of Gordian II I and the Gal­
lic empire, as well as a run of co ins of 
t he Tetrachy and the fami ly of 
Constantin e comp lete the Roman 
grouping . 

Conclud in g the list is an assortment 
of Brit ish coins with Anglo Saxon 
sceattas, Anglo Saxon and Norman sil­
ver pennies, and a variety of later is­
sues . 

In addition to coins, the firm has a 
separate antiquities catalogue avail­
ab le. Either catalogue can be re ­
quested f rom C.J . Martin (Coins) Ltd ., 
85 The Vale, Southgate, London N14 
6AT, England; phone (181) 882-1509; 
fax (181) 886-5235 . 

Halo Vecchi Ltd. 
Special ist in Ancient and Mediaeval Coins 

CELTIC - GREEK - ROMAN - BYZANTINE 

MEDIAEVAL - RENAISSANCE 

AUCTIONS & VALUATIONS 

For free auction catalogues specify your interests and apply to: 

Halo Vecchi Ltd. 
3S Dover Street, London W I X 3RA 

tel. (44 171) 49 1-7048 fax (44 17 1) 409-7835 

Numismatic Citerature: 
'3rom t:he eNg Book Deparl:ment: 

Two New Books on Coinage from Britain 
British Iron Age Coins 

in the British Museum 
by Richard Hobbs 

Fully illustratcd cataloguc of the BM 
collection of over 4,500 pieccs mintcd 
in the I st century BC and up to the Ro­
man conqucst in AD 43. Introduction 
discllsses the charactcristics of rcgional 
issues. Comprehensive indices, exten­
sive hibliography and concordance. 160 
pagcs ofB/W plates. 8x 10 cased. 

$75.00 + $5 p&h (O,d" #E171) 

Coins of the Kingdom of 
Northumbria (circa 700-867) 

by Elizabeth J.E. Pirie 
The stycas of NOrlhumbria form a com­
plex series which has received little ex­
amination by numismatists. Elizabeth 
Pirie has made them her specially and pre­
sents here an intricate die study that places 
these coins in phases and groups. With in­
troduction and appendiccs. 2,300 coins 
illustrated . 288 pages including 58 plates. 
A4 cascbound. 

$145.00 + $5 p&h (O,d,,#El72) 

Call or write for our latest list of books about ancient and medieval coins 

Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 

~ 
Post Office Box 479 ~ 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17608-0479 
(717) 390-9194, Fax (717) 390-9978 
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Coins of the Bible 

What are barbaric coins? 

by David Hendin 

We are often asked about coins that 
are referred to as "barbaric" , or those 
that are said La have "retrograde" in­
scriptions . Barbaric coins are those 
that are unusually crude in the alloy, 
the striking , the design and cuning of 
the dies . or a combina tion of all these 
factors. Retrograde inscriptions are 
those that appear in "mirror writing" 
instead of the normal form. 

There is lively discussion among 
numismatists concerning the coins in 
these categories . We arc especiaJJ y in­
terested in them because they frequently 
occur in mosl of the Iypes of ancient 
Jewish coins . We are nOI SUfe why. 

Works on Ancient Coins 
L i ~l Net 

lJyzallline CQins and Tlleir Valuu 100.00 78.00 
Foss: Rom"" lI;sl()ricai Coirn 6HlO ~LOO 

Enays ill Ho"our 0/ 
jCllkj"s & CarsOl! 

Greek CO;IIS, Value. I, Eurhp. 
Greek Co;m, Values 2, Asin. A/rica 
Creek Impcr;al Cojll' alld Value. 
j."ki",: A"delll Greek Coim 

140.00 115.00 
60-00 47 -00 
woo 
85-00 
75.00 

Me/ .... lle-jo" •• : Tulim oll;o ,','umuria 65 .00 
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47.00 
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57.00 
35.00 
59.00 
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Romm, Imperial Coi"a~e· II 011' 14().00 
Roma" Imp"ial Coi""g" IV 12.S.00 110.00 
Roma" Imperial Coi"age . VII alp 150,00 
Ro",a" Imperinl Cai""ge· VIII 17.~ . 00 150,00 
Roma" Imperinl Coi""ge _ IX alp 150.00 
Romm, Impt rial Coillage _ X 175.00 155.00 

Colu ,,: Dtscription lIistorique d" Monllaiu 
Frappets Suus l'Empir. Romain Communemelll 
Appel,es Meda;U .. Imperial.s. 1880· 1892. 2nd ~d. 

8 "01<. green clo!h 750,00 

Gardiakos: The Coinage of Alexander tlu Great. 
1981, ,, ~(l llcct i(l" of 12 works. -' ¥olume" red 
dotil . . ...... 225.00 

Houghton: Coin. 0/11,. Sdeucid t:mpir • .. ,," 75,00 

Pie"", add 'hipping ufS100 f<)rt lle fir~ t book, $1 .00f,"" 
each addition,l , ,nd Ma." . sale'tax where arrlicable, 

'I'd; (508) 468 2933 
fax: (508) 468 7893 

Charles Davis 
Numismaric Litemture 

P.O, Bo~ 547 
Wcn hnm. MA 01984 

£.Mail; NUlni :;lil@ool .com 
ANA 60027; EAC 142 ANS; NBS; NLG 
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It has been sa id, for example, that 
the very barbaric coins of the F irst 
Revolt (66-70 C.E.) , as well as those 
of the Bar Kochba War (132-135 C.E .). 
were struc k by Jewish soldiers hiding 
out in the Judaean Hi lls. This is a 
rather fasc inating possibili ty, si nce 
collectors would no doubt fa vor these 
coins if this exciting historical possi ­
b ility could be proved, 

To o ur knowledge there has been 
no metalurgical analyses of th is series. 
Such tests could determi ne whether 
the alloy of the barbaric coins d iffered 
signi fi cantly from the alloy of the nor­
ma l series. If it did so on a fair ly 
frequent basis . it might be probable 
that the ba rbaric coins were indeed 
minted unde r "field" ratherthan "m int" 
conditions . (We have contemplated 
doing just such a slUdy . However, the 
necessary metalurgical tests are pro­
h ibit ively expens ive-running into 
many thousands of dollars.) 

On the other hand, it is equally 
possible that the barbaric J udaean coins 
were struck in the ce ntral mint by ei­
ther poor craftsmen or appren tices who 
made errors.. This theory has some 
support in the fact that. in addition (0 

barbaric coins of both revolts , there 
also exist barbaric coins of the 
Hasmoncans, the Herodians, and the 
Procurato rs of Judaea. 

Retrograde insc ri ptions cannot be 
used to support either theory specifi ­
cally. The ret rograde inscriptions prob­
ab ly occurrcd because the individual 
CUlling the die was inexperienced . He 
did not understan d the principle of 
die-maki ng that necessita tes the cut­
ting of the die in reverse . When the 
" neg<ltive" die st rikes the meta l, a true 
image is formed . 

The beginner engravers wOI'ked by 
copying . Thus . they probably cut their 
first dies by copying prototype coins, 
and not o the r d ies. When coins were 
stamped from those dies , the inscrip­
tions appeared in retrograde. Wedon't 
know if the dies for the retrograde 
coins were engraved by beginning 
diem akers in the mint. or with rebel 
bands of Jews in hiding in the hills. 

Another interestin g irregulari ty that 
occurs , especially on the Hasmonean 
coins, is the misspell ing of the words 
in the <lncient Hebrew inscri ptions . 
Scholars account fo r the errors in the 
following way. 

Was this coin made by apprentices 
in the mint or struck by Jewish 

rebels hiding out in the Judaean 
Hills? Extremely rare barbaric 
and retrograde denarius of the 

Bar Kochba War (132- 135 G.E.) . 
Obv: ~Shimon" retrograde within 

wreath. Rev: 3-string lyre (kithara) 
with blundered inscription 

"For the freedom of Jerusalem". 

The ancien t Hebrew script was al­
ready out o f use at the ti me the Has­
monean coins were issued (beginni ng 
aboutlOOB .C.E .). M<lnyofthepeople 
never le<lrned it. Peo pl e had to go to 
li bmries to look <It old manuscripts to 
see what the letlers looked li ke. 

Many people in those days were 
not lite rate. It is very possible that 
skilled craftsmen such as die engrav­
ers we re not lite rate a nyway, <lnd cer­
tainly not in ancient Hebrew . The 
prim itive form of writing had already 
been replaced by the currently used 
Aramaic alphabet. 

Thus , craftsmen engraved the in­
scriptions by copyi ng letters that mC<lnt 
not hing to them from a design onto a 
die . If you don't think that's d ifficul t, 
try copying a few words in Chinese 
without making significant errors. 
T hus, Ihe frequent misspellings on the 
Hasmonean coins arc also explained. 

(ThiS article is reprinted with permis­
sion from The Shekel, the journal of 
the American Israel Numismatic Asso­
ciation.) 

Copyright © 1996 by David Hendin 



Book News 
Law, Violence and Community ill 

Classical Athens, by David Cohen, 
(Cambridge University Press, 1995). 
9·1 /4" x 6·1/4" , 214 pages, with bib­
liography and index. Hardback 
$54.95, paperback $18.95. Available 
d irectly from the publisher, Cam­
bridge University Press , 40 West 
20th Street, New York, NY 10011-
4211. 

Law, Violence and Community in 
Classical Athens provides an insigh t­
fu l and informative look at the legal 
regulatio n of violence in Classical 
Athenian society and the system of lit i­
gation emp loyed by its members . 
Unlike most examination s of thcAthe­
nian legal process, which are prima-

Dictionary of Roman 
Coins Inscriptions 
reprinted by Durst 

Out-o f-print for some t ime , the 
Dictiollary of Roman Coill Inscrip­
tions, by Stuart J. Westda l, has been 
reprinted by Sanford J . Durst, New 
York publisher an d bookseller. The 
144 page volumc li sts several thou­
sand inscriptions in alphabet ical order, 
and o ffers the Classical numismatist 
the opport unity of qu ick ly identifying 
the ru ler, time period, and location of 
coinage of the Roman worl d . 

The hook incl udes sections on Ro­
man Republican, Roman Imperial, and 
Roman Colon ial a nd Provinci al co ins. 
Also feat ured arc a n index to Im perial 
coin issuers, an extensive bibliograpy, 
and a geographica l index of co lon ial 
and prov incial minIS. 

A related book, Dictionary of Creek 
Coin inscriptions, by Severin Icard, a 
450-page hardbound ed iti on, is also 
available at $45. Both the Roman and 
Greek dictionaries are avail able as a 
package for $55 .00 . 

Dictionary of Roman Coin in ­
scriptions is a vail ab e a lon e for 
$15.00 pos tpai d . A fu ll list of 500 
Classical numismatic tit les for sale by 
Durst is also available for $1.50 post­
age. Orders and inquiries may he di­
rected to Sanford J. Durst, II Cl inton 
Avenue, Rockville Centre, NY 11570; 
phone (516) 766-4444; fax (516) 766-
4520 . 

r ily based o n statutes a nd a disc ussion 
of the developm en t of the vario us in­
sti tutional structures, Cohen examines 
the subject from a d ifferen t poin t of 
view. His ai m is to explore the rela­
tionsh ip between the legal system and 
various social and ideological factors . 

The work is di vided into two main 
part s: "The Real m of Theo ry" and 
"The Realm o f the Cour!s". Foll ow­
ing a brief general discussion of law 
and order, the author examines the 
theoretical problems of stability and 
the rule of law, and the theorc ti cal re­
lat ionship of these factor s as they were 
v iewed by Athenian Soc iety. Inte rest ­
ingly, Cohcn uses the Athenian discus­
sion to cri tiqu e several modern theo­
retical posi ti ons and to offer some al­
ternative perspect ives. 

The second part presen ts topics 
such as "Lit igat io n as a feud" and 
"R hetoric, Ii tigation, and t he values of 
an agonistic society" . Using back­
groun d information and spec ific ex -

Cohen de scribes the relationship of the 
lega l system to the values of honor, 
competiti on , h ie rarchy, an d equality 
held by Athenian society by usi ng ex­
amples o f actual lit igation. The Athc­
ni an legal system is exp lored from the 
perspective of a competitive are na. A 
detailed discussion of the subject of 
hub ri s is also in cluded. 

The aut hor's method of address ing 
the subject of society and lega l issues 
is refreshi ng. The work is thought pro­
voking in the way it loo ks attheAthe­
ni an legal sys tem, but is also enlight­
ening when considering At hcnian so­
ciety as a whole. 

Although this book is not numis­
matic in nat ure, it docs prov ide a valu­
ab le look at the society and m in dsets 
of the ancient At henians, and woul d 
be an asse t to any co llec tor who has 
in interest in undcrstandi ng thc people 
who produced and used the coins of 
antiquity. 

Steven A. Sayles 

«Ancient & Medieval Numismatic Literature ). 
In a n effo rt to offer literature <It the best possible prices, we have developed a 
topical database. Thi s will allow us to target our lists keeping printing and 
mai ling cost at a minimum. If you arc actively building a libra ry, we will be 
pleased to send you the li sts of interest at no charge. Ple<lse photocopy and return 
thi s ad even if you are a recent customer or if you have received our catalogs 
previollsly. Book li sts are avai lable now, auction sale catalog lists will be ready by 
early summer. jcheck the appropriate boxes] Sale 
TOQic Books Catalol.:s 
Ancient Greek and Roman [J 0 
Ancient Greek (thc period 00 0 0 
Roman (the period 00 0 0 
Roman Re l2ublic 0 0 
Roman Empire 0 0 
Roman Provincial 0 0 
Cehic 0 [J 

Middle agcs general 0 0 
B~zantine 0 0 
Vandals, Visigoths, Suevi , Ostrogot hs. Lombards 0 0 
Islam 0 0 
Name: Tel: Fax: 
Address: 
Alsu, we are always buying out-of-print standard references. We urgentl)' 
need Roman lmperilli Coinage: "ois. 2,5,7,9 and COmlJlete sets; BMC Roman 
Empire: "01. 5 and comJllete sets. Please write or fax immediately! 

John F. Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 1 Lakewood, CA 90713 1 USA 1 Fax: 310-421-2208 
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Long Before Columbus 

'''D- It - A~~ Ie erIn~ as a selling tool 
by Joe Rose 

Previo us " Long Defore Columbus" 
arti cles have di scussed many aspects 
o f the fi na ncial side o f being a collec­
lOr. includ ing th e broad spectrum of 
both ncq uis i l io ll and deacq uisition of 
one 's pri ze p roperty. But vi tal to both 
processes is the abi li ty to stri ke the 
best deal, 10 know how to give a linle 
and take a little in o rder to rea lize 
maxi mu m dolla rs in re turn for you r 
co llection. Amon g other terms, this is 
also known as dickering. 

Obviously, some people arc betlcr 
at Ihis than Olhers. With some it's an 
inborn s kill: with Olhers it's acq uired 
at the workplace. BU I with the dealer 
iI'S a vital pari of his job, acorncrSlonc 
orhis abi lity to make a liv ing. and if hc 
isn 't good at it, he usual ly docs not last 
lon g. And the Iypical amateur is usu­
all y at a grem dis ad vantage when en­
tering the arena with one of these o ld 
warriors. 

So, ho w do we goabo ut even in g Ihe 
odds a littl e b it , levelin g the playin g 
fie ld? Thi s ca n be accompli shed in 
many way s, so me of whi ch wc shall 
enum erate in this col umn. 

First an d fo re mos t is knowi ng, evcn 
approxim ately. what you r holdings arc 
wo rt h. Knowi ng how muc h yo u pa id 

for an object is he lpful, but is only part 
of the sto ry. Where and whe n you got 
the piece can have a great effect on 
curre nt va lue, but can also be mislead­
ing , as p ieces bo ug ht during an up 
market mi ght have settl ed m anot her 
level today. Or the discovery of a 
hoard may have dropped both dema nd 
and price (recall the Paconi a te tra­
drachm hoard ofa few decades ago?). 

Equa ll y, both dealers ' price lists 
and auc tion pri ces reali zed arc not true 
indications of what you m ight se ll 
somet hing for, as buy price and se ll 
price are sel dom if ever the same. And 
if yo u were not the collec to r. bu t arc 
d ispos ing of an in herited properly. you 
are at an even grealer d isadva ntage. 
So. what to do? 

Yo ur best bet is to get an appraisal. 
and this can be accomplished in two 
wa ys . The most e ffective is to fi nd an 
ex perienced appraiser with no axe to 
grind , that is, o ne who is not in terested 
in buying the coll ecti on. Th is will cost 
money, but in the case o f a fairly large 
holding the cost will be a fract ion of 
what you migh t gain by en te ring the 
commercial arena we ll · arm ed. It will 
be necessary to tell the apprai ser that 
you will be sell ing, as the purpose o f 
an appraisal does have un affect o n the 
final figure. Fo r insta nce, an appra isal 
fo r insurance purposes will be based 
on the replacement cost (hig her). while 

WHOLESALE TO ALL! 
100 ancient coins in flips and attributed. A diverse lot 
including Nero, Caesar Augustus, Alexander the Great, 
Biblical "Widow's Mite" , etc. Only $475.00 postpaid , with 
satisfaction guaranteed! 
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Suite 132, Mission Viejo Mall , 
Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • (714) 364-0990 

a n estate appra isal is based on the 
(lower) sellin g price. 

If you don ' t want to go to this ex­
pense, however, as in the case of 
smal ler coll ection s, or lac k of cash to 
pay fo r the appra isal. the next best 
method is to gel a dealer's pri ce by 
offeri ng him the co llection. On ce you 
hav e hi s price , you then proceed 10 
another dealer to get a second opinion. 
Under no c ircumstances shou ld you 
info rm the second deal er of the first 
dealer ' s price , altho ugh it is not a bad 
idea to let him know that you are "shop­
ping" the collec tion, this being a cour­
tesy that the dealer will apprec iate. 
Since most ho nest dea lers buy abou t 
the same way, you may not find much 
d ifference in the o ffe rs . But since 
m OSt dealers know how thei r compe ti­
tio n bu ys, it's an easy matter 10 to p the 
bid if it is disclosed, thus the secrecy. 

It is not o f much use to take the 
collecti on 10 an auc tion house for a 
" free" apprai sal fo r several reasons . 
Some will give you a h igh estimate, as 
th is may be the policy of the particul ar 
house, whi le others may traditional ly 
value things at the lower end . Either 
way, if they give you an honest guess 
as to what the objects will realize, it 
sho uld be remembered that some will 
be bo ught at auction by collectors, and 
that dealers wi ll not pay that h igb a 
price. So Ihe accuracy o f such an 
"appraisa l" is suspect, regardless of 
the best intentions of the auct ion ho use. 
What it comes back to is that an out­
side appraisa l re ma ins your best op­
tion. But if fo r some reason this is not 
feasible. you must get some va lid idea 
of what your material is worth. To 
attempt to sell anythin g without th is 
knowledge is o bviously foo lish! 

Say yoa saw it in 

The CelaTOl<. 



Antiquities 

The colullln • In the ancient world 

by David Liebert 

Perhaps no other architectural cle­
ment of antiquity is so synonymous 
with grandeur and majesty as the noble 
free -standing column. Although other 
elements popular in antiquity have ap­
peared from time to time in later ar­
chitecture, particularl y those of Egyp­
tian origin such as the pyramid and the 
obelisk , the frce-standing column has 
remained a staple of puhlic and pri ­
vate architecture from antiquity to 

The mausoleum at Halicarnassus. 

modern times. It is, in fact, hard to 
imagine a monumental public build­
in g in the modern Western world with­
out them. From the British Museum 
in London to the portico of the White 
House in Washington D.C., the free­
standing column is the very symbol of 
architectural elegance. 

Despite its widespread use in the 
modern world , it is interesting that, 
with a few notable exceptions (such 
as the two pillars which the Bible tells 
us stood at the entrance to Solomon 's 
Temple in Jerusalem), the free-stand­
ing col umn was in exten sive use in 
only three cu ltures in th e ancient 

world, those of Egypt, Greece, and the 
Roman empi re (including its Byzan­
tine descendant) . Later usc in the 
Post-Classical and Medieval periods, 
whether in the East or the West, was a 
di rect derivation from Classical prac­
tice, just as it is to this day. 

In the great wonders of the ancient 
world, from the mausoleum at Hali ­
carnassus to more modest 

umn from the Egyptian examples they 
came in contact with. 

It was the Greeks, however, who 
standard ized the column in to three 
main Iypes: Doric, Ioni c, and Corin­
thian. These columns lent their archi­
tecture, and that of the Roman architec­
ture which followed, a uni form grace 
which is so much admired to this day. 

The three types of Greek columns: 

temp les and palaces, the 
column was an important 
element in architecture in 
the cultures in which it was 
found . The earliest known 
columns corne from Old 
Kingdom Egypt, and ex­
amples of fluted col umns 
can he seen in the step 
pyramid complex at Saq ­
gara. The early Egyptian 
column was hased, like 
much of Egyptian architec­
ture, on vegetative proto­
types. These included the 
palm tree, the papyrus reed, 
and the lotus plan t. All of 

Doric (left), Ionic (center) and Corinthian (right). 

these were common ly found in the 
Nile valley. These columns were built 
by placing stone drums one atop the 
other, wi th a capital or finial at the top. 
Many other varieties were developed 
during the long period of Egyptian his­
tory. As a result of its extens ive use 
in Egypt, the Greeks and Romans un ­
doubtedly adopted Ihe idea of the col -

Although whole colu mns from an­
tiquity are usually reserved for spa­
cious museum displays, the decorative 
capitals arc often found in private col ­
lections. A fine Corinthian capital , 
though not exactly inexpens ive, can 
add grace and beauty to any collectors 
abode. 

Greek buffpottery bowls 
c. 2-3" each, intact and EF, with two small 

holes in rim for attachment of a cord handle 
(wh ich did not survive the ravages of time) 

Only $65.23 while they last 

~ The Time Machine Co. I ~ P.O_ Box 282, Flushing Station, Queens, NY 11367 
544-2708 • 261-8767 ' 
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TRIVIA QUIZ 
This mythical figure, thought to be from Athens, 
was responsible for the early development of the 
sculptor's art. He later moved to Crete, where he 
constructed the labyrinth to house the Minotaur. 

He also fathered a son, fcarus. What was the 
name of this famous mythological figure? 

(Answer on page 56) 
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Coin File : 
~------------------------~ 

Aelius Caesar ./£'~>.~ 
AE-Sestertius /4,-:' l;:~~~ ~ 0 • 

. "t~¥l . 1-"<. ' 

A.D. 137 d S ~ ~ c: 
RIC (Hadrian) 1055 . , " . ; ~ 

In A.D. 136, the emperor Hadrian adopted as his he ir the "elegant and 
luxurious" senator Lucius Ceionius Commodus, who assumed the 
name Lucius Aelius Verus Caesar. Named governor of the province 
of Pannonia, he ruled with wisdom and courage. Aelius received the 
first of his two consulships in A.D. 137. The brother of Ann ius Verus 
and Faust ina the Elder, he took Domitia Lucilla as his wife . Ae liu$ died 
of tubercu losis in A.D. 138, whereupon Hadrian named the future 
emperor Anton inus Pius as his successor. The coins of Aelius are 
relative ly scarce. 

~------------------------~ I MARKET CAPSULE 
I Personality . . ... Aelius Caesar 

Denomination . . ... .... ...... . AE Sestertius 
I Refe rences .... RIC (Hadrian) lOSS/Cohen 56, 58 
I Database (sale) appearances ..... .. 7 (1991 -1 995) 
I Ave. Weight . .. .. ... ... ..... .... .... ........ .. 24.S6 gms 

Ave. Grade ....... .... .... ....... .. .... .. ... about Very Fine 
I Ave . Price Realized . . .. S310 

Comments; Results include both I 
obverse bust types. Results deter. 

mined by clus ter analysis. A superb I 
EF specimen brought $12,500 in 1991. I 

Tl>ere is n<Jf any direcl COIreialion belween 
'his market analySis lind 'he aooVll pho'o. I 
Coin FHe 8 Market Capsule Source ' I 
Numismatic Archives, 

P.O. Box 173, Littleton, CO 80160 I 
L ________________________ ~ 

GLORIA STEIN EM lA, ROME'S FIRST FEMALE CELATOR, 

MOONLIGHTS AS ROME'S FIRST FEMALE BRAIN SURGEON. 
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ASA conference 
held in Toronto 

TheAmerican Society of Appraisers 
(ASA) held its 1996 Internat ional Ap­
praisal Conference on June 16-1 9 at 
the Sheraton Centre Toronto, located 
in the heart of Toronto, Canada. 

The conference, which celebrated 
the ASA's 60th ann iversary, featured an 
extensive program of educational of­
fer ings and events. App raisers were 
able to take exams to move them for­
ward in the ir disciplines, as well as a 
course and exam on the Un iform Stan­
dards of Professional Appraisal Prac­
tice (USPAP), the generally accepted 
standards for the appraisal profession . 
These standards are gain ing increased 
acceptance internationally . 

With more than 6,000 members in 
82 chapte rs in the Un ited States . 
Canada, and 23 other countries, ASA 
is the only major appraisal organ iza­
tion representing all disciplines of ap­
praisal specialists , 11 is the oldest pri ­
vate, non-profit, multidisc iplinary soci­
ety in the United States that teaches , 
tests, and accred its appra ise rs. 

ASA is self-support ing, unaffiliated 
and independent . It was incorporated 
to establish an effective profession­
wide affiliation wo rking cooperatively 
for the elevation of standards of the 
app raisal profession. ASA has helped 
establish uniform qualifications criteria 
for professional appraisers and pro­
vides other programs to serve the pub· 
lie . 

For more information , contact the 
Ame rican Society of Appraise rs, P.O. 
Box 17265, Washington, D.C. 20041; 
phone (703) 478-2228. 

IT'S A LOVELY WORK 
OF CELATORITRY, GLORIA, 

BUT A SIMPLE 

"X MARKS THE SPOT" 
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fRAGt\tNTS Of Tit\t 
P.O. 80K 5777 

Carmel, CA 93921 
(408) 624-711 8 

Highest quality Greek and Roman 

antiquities in al/ price ranges 

New colleclors welcome!.' 

Complimentary catalog upon request 

RepidResponse via CompuSerw: 

John J, Ambrose, 71524,350 

HD ENTERPRISES 
>- Antiquities 
>- Indian Artifacts & Potlery 
,.. Pre-Columbian Gold & Pottery 

,.. Ancien t Coi ns 

,.. Antique Bottles 

,.. Old West & Indian War Relics 

,.. Antique Religious Art 

,.. Old Papcr 

,.. Estate & Anc ie nt Jewelry 

Attn : Hank Johnson 
P.O. l30x 22082CL Denver, CO 80222 
Ph: 303-695-130 I Fa;.;: 303-75 1-3281 
Illu strated Catalog $3 (lllt 'l $5) 

Greg Manning Galleries 
(Fornlel'l), !-I;)rme r Rooke Galle ri es) 

• Auctions 
• Purchases 

• Sales 
• Appraisals 

Prc -Columbi~n , 
Egyptian. 

Classical Archaeology, 
Coins. American Glass. 

and Other Fine Collectibles 

775 Passaic Avc_ 
West Caldwell , NJ 07006 

(800) 49Hl088 
or (201) 882·0887 

FAX : (201) 882-5422 

Caralogs available 
Gal/erieJ Open to the Public 

H i) 

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL COINS 
OF ALAMEDA 

**** CMV Numismatics ...... ** 
A rtifacrs~ lVe(" )()lIs~JJooks~Coills 

All your col/ecting /Iuds under olle roof 

We {..ocate YOllr Wallis 

San Fr;).ncisco Bay Area's FineSl Coins. 
Books & Antiquit ies - Novice to Advanced 

Catalogs $10 annually, $2 sample 

Visa, Mastercard, American Express, 
Discover Accepted wIno additional fees 

Mr. Lloyd R. "Randy" Lantz 
Phone or Fax (510) 769-0137 

Box 1699, Alameda, CA 94501 

ANS 0 RNS 0 BNS 0 ANA 0 PCNS 

26 years serving you ... 

• ANCIENT COINS 
• MEDIEVAL COINS 
• ANCIENT ART & 

ANTIQUITIES 
Write for Free Illustrated 

Catalogues of the Following: 

• Ancienl Coins LXVI 
• Medieval Coins XXXI 
• Ancient Art and Antiquities XXIV 

South Salem 
New Y ork 10590 

Ph: (203) 438·03% Fax: 

~ SHANS W 
Premier Antiquities 
EXPORT OF ANCIENT ARTIFACTS 

& COINS rROM ISRAEL 

Our NY Showroom 
Is Now Open! 

USA Add ress: 31 Wes147th SI. , 
Suite 11802. New York. NY 10036 

* By Appoimmel1f Only 

Tel: 212-840·4805 
Fax: 212-997-0542 

Licensed by the Israeli Anh'qullies Oepanmenr 

£..ro.. -1r. _ ~ \I _ .... + ..... __ M _ .!'~ '} 

; EGYPTIAN & CLASSICAL ; 
, ANTIQUITIES I 

" I 
~ 
I 
I 
• 

Ille ojpr Ih, COIlN/OT a wried .ttkdlOli ~ 
ofjin, qua/ify A"ciml World Ih '! l 

'l 
I 
I 
• ;,. ;. 

! . JEWELRY • SCULPTURE • DRONZE ! 
J. • POTTERY • WEAPONS • AMULETS J 
+ • FREE: Catalog No. C191 UpOll request + 
~ (;,,11ny by cppnint»lml - (212) 724_94») e 
~ ANCIENT WORLD ARTS, LTD. ~ 
I 50 West 76th St . . New York 10023 I 
J)" , ... -""'. ~ __ .::>. .", _ '" + ___ ",, - 1:. 

0 ...................... • ........................................... 0 

~ • ~ADE~~ OF gAl~YlON. ~ 
~ • Monufac!U rers of Fine Art Jewelry ~ 
~ • One of a k ind pieces incorporating ~ 
~ ancient clements including coins ~ 
~ and smaller antiqu ities ~ 

~ • Also expert res toration and ~ 
~ display preparation of ancient ~ 
~ jewelry and small antiqUities at ~ 
~ reasonable rales ~ 

~ • Two Locations ~ 
~ 259 First St., Hoboken, NJ 07030 ~ 
~ (~1) 659-0802}: Hours: Moo-Sat 10am·7pm ~ 

~ 4 West 47th St., New York, NY ~ 
~ (212) 221-1 145); Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-5pm ~ 

~ We a/~'o have a " ice selection of ~ 
~ loose a" cient coi" s a" d a" tiquities ~ 

0 ...................................................................... 0 

'H'J{'lJ 5l'JI{CI'E'J{'T 
Tl('E7L5'U'1\.'ES 

r!l 
The Time 

Machine Co. 
Fine A rchaeological 

Art and Coins 

P.O. Box 282 - Flush ing Sla_ 
Queens, NY 11 367 

544-2708 
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Ant iques n 
Collectibl es V Ancient 

Art ifacts 

Ed eok 
EWf('r ica 

John Ristow 
Curiosities 
send for list 

r.O. Box ':l09 
Novato, Ca 94948 

(4 15) 898·11 85 
Am iquc,S(Kiety 
Seb~stopol , C, 

Ancient coins and antiquities 

Buy from the source 
wholesale/re tail 

Write for a free catalog 
PHOENICIA Holyland Antiquities 

p.o. Box 692, Gracie Station 
New York, NY 10028 · (2 12) 517·8847 

;F<m::;i:C;;f!lato~ ·,i;;jmllmm~ 
Gift subscription.s; ; ~:i~ IiNH 

Acg;:e.ttt ide~;fo~ a,j;,ie1~1':1 

The Roman Connection 

Specializing ill ancient Gr~ek and 
Roman coins, and fine Antiquities 

C~ l1 or write to bt placed on the nlJiling 
list for future ca!~ l ogs and shows 

P.O. Box 821323 
Dallas, Texas 75382 

214-788-0926 
bridgesd @metronct.com 

48 The Celator 

a. ",",NGS 
. (410) 876·7140 

, HELlOS 
oM WorM 5'lntiquities 

Ancient Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Etc. 
Artifacts , Bronzes, Statuettes. Pottery, 

Free list upon request 

P.O. 80x 25, Westminster, MD 21158 
Fax (DaysJEvenings): (410) 751-9670 

RARE AND OUT OF PRINT • 
WORKS ON ANCIENT : 
NUMISMATICS ARE A • 
SPECIALTY : • 

Want Lists welcomed, or. if it is time : 
to Sell Your Li brary . please call or 
wri te. We ac tively purchase desirable 
numismatic books in all fie lds and 
also conduct at least four numismatic 
OOok auctions a year. 

GEORGE FREDERICK KOLHE 

Fine Numismatic Books 
P.O. Drawe r 3100· Crestline. CA 92325· 3100 

Td: (~) 338·6527 • Fax: (909) 338-6980 

MEMBi:R : IAI'N' ANA ' At'S ' R~S ' ABA'" ETC. ~ 

PAPYRUS BOOKS 
Specialists in lite rature on Ancient 

Numismatics and Antiquities 

• "Wants" invited alld searched 
• Actively buying and trading 
• Evaluations of books & 

libraries 
• Internet listing of books 
• Complimentary cataloglles 

IIpon reqllest 

Papyrus Books 
34372 Dunhill Dr .. Fremont. CA 94555 
Tel : 51 0-790-1342· Fax: SIO-790-2676 

aiC E·Mail [. 
ancicnt@Papyru,Books,com . 

Web site : hnp:llwww ,PapyrusBooks ,eom 

Say you saw it iii The CeLaToR 

FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
Bought and Sold 

Numismatic Arts 
of Santa Fe 

p.o. Box 97 12, San ta Fe, NM 87504 
Phone or FAX· 505-982-8792 

E-mail: ART_RUBINO@MSN.COM 

We are always keenly interested in buying 
important Antiquarian and Out-Ol-Print 
Numismatic Books and Libraries in all 

languages. AnCients Catalog $5 

Visiting: 
San Franc isco? 

The Silicon Valley? 
Stanford University? 

Visit ... 
TREASURE 

ISLAND 
We carry a large inventory 

of Ancients as well as 
the largest Philatelic 

stock in the Bay Area. 

TREASURE ISLAND 
3703 EI Camino Real 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 

(415) 855-9905 

Professional Directory 
ads get results! 

ISIAMIC & INDIAN 
COINS 

From the earliest times 
to the present day 

Price lists issued regUlarly, 
auailable upon request 

STEPHEN ALBUM 
P.o. BOX .7386 

SANTA ROSA, CA. 95407 U.S.A. 
phone: 707-539-2120 

fax, 707-539-3348 
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Lucien Birkler 
& Co. 

Professional Numismatists 

Write fo r our 
free list of 

Greek, 
Roman, 

Byzantine, 
and Medieval coins 

We C/uel1d mas/ major auctiOIlS 
alld will represent you 

1100 17th 51. NW, Suile 900 
Washington D.C. 20036 

202·833-3nO· Fax 202-429-5275 

Brian Kritt 
Dealer in Ancient & Medieval Coins 

Specializillg ill Ancient 
Greek. Roman & Judaic Coins 

P.O. Box 558 
Burtonsville, MD 20866 

(301) 236-0256 
fax (301) 989-1796 

Specialist in 
Ancient Coins 

(lIsa stock World Minor Coins, 
Medals, Crowns, Artifacts. 

Books and Coil! cases 

O Uf inventory is among 
Ihe finest in America 

Fixed Price Lists 
A vailable Upon Request 

JAMES E. BEACH 
Numiscellaneous 

p.o, Box 113, Owosso, Ml 48867 
(517) 634-5415 · FAX (517) 634·9014 

Ancient Coins, 
Antiquities, Literature 
& Related Collectibles 

Bought, Sold a nd A uclioned! 
A World l~d~T i" Ilril Fit ldfi,r/JI·tr Jj )"t"rs! 

In/ernal/ollol Association of PmfessiOllol 
NUmismatisls member for m'u 15 years.! 

Annual Auction Catalogue " 
Subscription Fee. $40 I1.S .. $60 all oth.m. H 

Malter & Co. Inc. ~ 
17005 Ventura fllvd., E ncino, CA !JJ316 it 

+ I' h. (8 18) 784-7772 
~ Fu; (8 Ill) 784-4726 

" . E-mQH: Rarc:A rlS@AOL.rom 
(uten.d: hUp :lfmcn.bers~ol .coml 

rllrcllrts/maltcr/gattcry.h t,,,1 

GRYPIION 
NUMISMATICS 

~ 
"Ij yoll colfect 

, • Iberian coins, 
- you I/eed to 

gel our cOI% g" 

Wam l isls currell//)' being serviced 

Wrile for a free lisl of unusull l ilcms 

Gryphon Numismatics 
P.O. Box 630282 

Irving, TX 75063-0282 
(214) 393-4821 

E-mai l: vesci@why.nCl 
lulernel: h.u pJlwww.why,QcllhomcNesci 

PARS COINS 

Ancient Coins or 
Akaemenid-Parthlan-Sasan ian 
Persis- Elymais-Charax and. 

Buy-Sctl- Trade- Appra ise 

P.O. Box 9663, Sao Jose, CA 95 157 
TeI408-244-4995 FIIX 408-244-4996 

( , ...... ,., 
~--" 

:::::;;, .... :::: 

~ \, 

.2' M.W'" ?? ~ ,:/a . 'Y 2'td 

Antiquities and Ancient Coins 
Bought and Sold 

Fixed Price List Available 

Meml~ 11 oi the Briti,h Numi,m3tic 
Tn dt A>so< iation and the 

Amiqu;lk. Deale," Association 

Lennox Gallery Ltd, 
Grays in the Mews. 4 Davies Mews, 

London W I Y I AR. U.K. 

Phone: 171-629-9119 

u;: Fax: 17 1-629-5006 
'dJ 

~), RARE 
,~ ' COINS 
~ __ ~ Specializ.ing ill Ihe 

Coinage of illdaea 

* Ancient 

* Medieval 

* Modern 
Willia m M. Rosenblum 

P.O, 80x355 
Evergreen CO 80437-0355 

Phone: (303) 838-4831 
Fax : (303) 838-1213 

s·c 
Q UALITY 

ROMA N COINS 

S'C COINS 
PO BOX 992, 

ALEXANDRIA. MN 56308 
Catalogue Upon Request 
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Maine Classical 
Numismatics 
2069 Atlantic Hwy., 
Warren, ME 04864 

Bowley's: A full service: coin center 
Open 7am to 5pm Mon. Ihm Fri . 

and 7am 10 4pm o n Sal. 

U.S. Route #1 , Warren, Maine 
Business : 207-273-3462 

Home: 207·273-2653 
When in Maine stop in (llid see us. 

We will be glad to see )'ou. 

Barrie Jenkins 
Classical Numismatist 

For a free catalog, 
write or call: 

4125 W. Mineral King, 
Suite 316 
Visalia, CA 93277 
(209) 636-0945 

Dallid S. Michaels 
Numismatist 

Islamic, Indian 
and Central Asiull Coinages 

Write for sample illustrated list 

Persic Gallery 
P.O. 80x 10317 

Torrance, CA 90505 
(3 10) 326-8866' Fax: (310) 326-S6UI 

50 The Celato' 

FRANK 
STERNBERG AG 

Schanzengasse 10, CH-8001 
Zurich, Switzerland 

leI. a ll 4 i 1/2523088 
fax. 01 141 1/252 4067 

Bought and Sold 
COINS AND MEDALS 

Ancient. Medieval and Modern 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 
GEMS, CAI\'IEOS, JEWELRY 

AUCTION SALES 

For the finest of 
ll11mismatic art, 

write for a 
complimentary copy 

of our fixed price and 
mail bid catalogues. 

):JR, PavL RyneaRson 
28 years in i ssuing 

catalogues of ancient coins. 

• 

P.O. 8o, 4009 
Malibu 
California 90264 

Jonathan K, Kern Co, 
Bachelor of Arts 

Numismatics 
Ancient, Medieval, Early 
American Numismatics 

441 S. Ashland 
Lexington, KY 40502 

(606) 269-1614 

PRICE LIST OF ANClENT COINS 
~ olfa jrequelll Anci"ru Burxailll'riu Usts 

"'lrkh C(ffl((Jin /J /liu ult!CliQII o/llIe/ol/lll<linl;: 

Ancient il 
Greck J mperj~l Coins 
Roman ~;'n'lian Coins 
Judaean & Biblital Coins 
Coins of (he Roman Procurators 
Coins mIlle TlNelve Caesars 
Roman Republic Coins · Roman Irnperi.1 Coins 
Byuntine Imperial Coin. · Early CQinJof 
England , SCOIland. &: Ireland ' Anglo.(j~lJjc 

Write/or your free copy of our latest 
Bargain Price List of Ancient Coins 
Dealers in Ancient coins since 1965 

M & RCOINS 
7226 College Drive, Sle. ISOCEL 
Palos HeighlS, IL 60463-IJ4S 
(708) 430-1445 Fax 636·4247 

NUMISMATIK 

LANZ 
MONCHEN 

Dr. Hubert Lanz 
Luil~ldb lock , Maximiliansplalz 10 

0·80333 Munchen, Germany 

. Fax. (49) (89) 22 07 62 !~j 
• 

Tet.(4S1)(89)299070 A'~ 

\~ 
Send a copy of this ad for a FREE sample 

of one of our lattst auction catologs 
and tell us what you are collecting. 

Edgar L. Owen 
Ancient Coins 
& Antiquities 

Classical Coin lD Software 

Regular Mail Bid Auctions 
Items in All Price Ranges 

Free Illustrated Copy 

Tel: (201) 398-9557 Fax: 398-8082 
RD2, Box 710, Andover, Nl 0782 1 
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( . " ,. . ':;;;;':.':;:':' . ( Coins 

N UMI SMATICA ARS CLASSICA Ancient & World Coins 
ANc n ;NT COINS AND MEOAI..5 

GREEK PONTERIO 
ROMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

BYZANTINE 

M EDIAEVAL 1818 Robinson Ave. 
RENA ISSANCE San Diego. CA 921 03 

AU(."TIO NS 

VALUATIONS (619) 299-0400 

+ ~ 

(800) 854.2888 
Fax (619) 299-6952 

NUMISMAl' lCA ARS CLASSICA 
p n 80. 14~ ...... :dL_><ra»< l ) 

Cit·IIIJ2' ZuocIo. S";,,,,,I>n<I 
T.kpl\<lfl<OI26 ) 114'-1 Td"fuOI1f)1 5l2~ 

,.., 
Bi ~:~ PNG #308 . "1111 , - .. " .... , ANA·LM 
>,p ~ 

Glenn Schinke 
Numismatist 'tQmpire (!loins 

Ancients 
Medieval 
Foreign 

P.O. Box 337J 
Rosemead, CA 91 770 

(818) 446-6775 · rax (818) 446-8536 

Ancient Coin Specialists 
• Buying · Sell ing ' Wnn t Li"s • Books 
• App"" , al, • Consignments • Refc .... l~ 
• Auendance (II all lllajor Shows and Sales 
• Exclusive Auction Bidding Service 
• Sound Advice ba.<>ed on long experience 
• Subscribers re<:ei\'c six fully il1uSl r:ltcd 

fi xed price catalotcs of ancient coi lls 
and booh about t 'Ill. and two major 
auction sa]c~]X:r year. 

• Pcriooic reference book Jisl~ & .~a lc.~ 

Empire Coins, Inc. ~ 
Vest Pocket Coins P,O. Bo, 26:14 -Ormond BeaCh, FL 32 1 7~ ·263 4 US A 

from 

Peter Laskaris 
Phone (904) 677.731 4 ,. "'I< M, .. "" 

Officc holIes 9·S, M·F oOANh 
F>. ~"""')677 · 1_1H 

~..-.: 

(S \8) 462-1162 
J 46 Dove Street 

Albany, New York 12202 
Buyin!!: lind ~t lli ng ",nc i ent~ and books 

Pegasi 
Rare later Byzant ine wanted NUMISMATICS 

Ann Arbor, MI Holicong, PA . ..... 
~.oUO.ou 

<ll.oiu 

Classical numismatisrs serving 
beginners firm adwUlced colleclors 

Free Illustrated Catalogs 

Classical Greek, Roman, 

~all:eri:es Byzantine, and Medieval 
Coins. Books & Antiquities 

Wholesale Ancients P.O. Box 131040 
Suite 132 Mission Viejo Mall Ann Arbor, MI48113 

• Mission Viejo, CA 92691 
, (714) 364-0990 or 582-3481 

Phone: (313) 995-5743 
Fax: (313) 995-34 10 .. .. 

) ( Coins 

SOUTHLAND 
NUMISMATICS, LTD. 

GREEK 

ROMAN 

JUDAEAN 

BIBLICAL CITY COINS 

& HO LYLAND ANTIQUITIES 

Our complimentary illustrated 
cata/oglle is yours IIpon request. 

.... ""'_... POST OFFICE BOX 4 
~ MISS. STATE. MS 39762 
""":"'_~ Phone 60 11323·6630 

AMPHORA 
Jewish· Biblical 
Greek · Roman 
Coins · Weights 

Antiquities · Jewelry 

Free illllstratelJ list 
a~'ai lable upon requesT 

"We wrote the book 
on Biblical coins! " 

fj AMPHORA ",- "",' 
q. , p_o , Box 805 - ft~ 
~ '. Nyo ck. NY 1OQOO ~~'f#J 

... Q14..J58·7;)64 ., 

- r",n. Collu"", 
ANCIENT &: MEDIEVAL COINS 

811Y· SELL • AI"'fU.1SAt 

) 
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Christian Blom 
G reek, Roman and 

World Coins 

write for free price list 

P.O. Bo x 7618 
Arlington, VA 22207 

703-276·2392 
noon to midnight 

Fred B. Shore 
e ll/Hical Nlmrismatics 

Al1cicl1I Creek. Roman alld Parthian coills 
of rhl' highest qualilY bOI/Sill alld sold 

New Address: 
PO Box 398 

Schwenksville, PA 19473 
(610) 287-4820 fax (610) 287-4821 

Our unique 
mail bid auctions 

allow you 10 
PAY THE 

PRICE YOU 
WANT TO PAY 

"'" I"I/y illll,wrl<ltd m"il bid ,wcri"",,­
..,,,,/,,;n ova 600 iol,' of wlriml C"i'I5, 

. cmliq ujrj~" lI"d ,,,,,iljllr$ ill ,,/I pric'~ m/lX~.', 

"No Buyers Fee" 
For fru ("(lw/0J: contact: 

Colosseum 
Coin Exchange, Inc. 
P.O. Box 21CL, Haz let, NJ 07730 

(908) 264·1161 • Fax (908) 264-6467 

52 The Celator 

KIRK DAVIS 
Classical Numismatics 

Greek · Roman · Celtic 
NLlmi smatic Literature 

lIlustratcd Catalogues issued quarterly 
Top dollar paid for single coins 

or entire collections 
Pleuse cull or ... rilt ofld express your ""tr{'S1 

Post Office Box 324 
Claremont, CA 91711 USA 

(909) 625-5426 

Medlusa Galleries L.g 
GREEK to MEDIEVAL 

Coins & Antiquities 
From E. G. 700 to A. D. 1600 

F ine Anl iq ue Maps 
& Decorative Art 

25 Years in Business 
Write or Call for a Free Catalogue 

25 19 McMu llen Booth Rd 
Suite 510-324 

Clearwater, FL 34621 -41 73 
TellFax (8 13) 797-9100 

Twente 
Ancient 
Coins 

Shows & Want Lists 
(110 C(j /(j/ogIlCJ or liJIJ published) 

J ohn & Janet Twente 
MU. 105 Lefe~re Hall, Columbia, 1.10 6521 1 

(573)·445·3369 

Altc/ •• , e.I •• • .... H'um •• 

•

••••• lROU. AG. 
, CILnc ROMAN 
' :,,:~ . ; YUU'" MlDIIVAL 
~r:..,~ COl ..... AlllDACTI 

ROB GOLAN 
"Fin e ancient coins just down 

the hill from UNC. " 

Catalogue available 
API)oinlments welcome 

POST OFF ICE BOX 4352 
CHAPEL H ILL, ~C 275 1.54352 

(9 19) 929..0206 

The CelaTOl< 
can now be contacted onli ne ! 

Dealers and co llcctors arc 
encouruged to send e-mail to us at: 

cela tor @aol.com 
Join liS 0 11 the 

illformatiOIl 
superhighwa)'.' 

ILL USTRATED 
PRICELISTS 

Greek 
Roman 

Byzantine 

Request yours today! 

Wayn e C. Phillips 
8·A Village Loop 

Suite 125 
Phillips Ranch, CA 91766 

(909) 629-0757 
Serving {he collector since 1959 

BILL MCDANIELS 
Ancient and 

Medieval Coins 
(Greek, Roman, Indian, 

Islamic, Chinese, 
Early Europea.n, Etc.) 

P.O. Box 2273 
Albany, NY 12220 
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• 

• 

Classical Cash 
Always Buying!!! 

(617) 350-0179 

6 Fayette Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

~ 
STEPHEN M. HUSTON 

C{assica( 'J{pmismatist 
Post Office Box 19362 1 

San Francisco. CA 94 119 USA 
·415 · 781-7580· 

'Write for i{rustmW{ catafogue. 

,,§tl1iOr (!lol1sulhll1fs 

Europe's leading specialist 
in Oriental coins 

Send for sample list 
Butleigh Cou rt Tower, 
Butlcigh, Glastonbury, 

Somerset BA6 8SA, England 

Tel.lFax 14588 50824 

Greek, Roman, Byzantine Coins 
and Classical AIll iqui ties 

Send for sample catalog 

EDWARD J. WADDELL, Ltd. 

• 

• 

c.,. Martin (Coins) Ltd 
of London, England 

OUR CATALOGUES INCLUDE ANClENT 
GREEK BRONZE, GREEK SILVER, 

ROMAN SILVER [, BRONZE, BYANTINE, 
eEL TIC, ANGLO SAXON, NORMAN, 
HAMMERED MEDIEVAL. ANCIENT 

ARTIFACTS, HOARDS [, SPECiAL OFFERS 
Complimentary copies available upon reques t 

® 85, The Vale, 
• Southgate, 
' .. ~ London N14 6AT, 
~, England 

Established 20 years 
Tel: (1)81 882 1509 
Fax: ( 1 )818865235 

Telephone Vis1'O [, MilstercIlrds 1'O ccepted 

The CelaTOR 
has a great deal to offer: 

• Monthly Journal 
• Cordex Binders 
• Index of Articles 
• Best of The Celator 
• Numismatic Publi shing 

Write , call, fax, or e-mail 
for more information: 

The Celator 
P.O. Box 123, Lodi, WI 53555 

phone/fax (608) 592·4684 
e-mail Celator@aol.com 

ROMAN IM PERIAL 
ANCIENT NEAR EAST 

ISLAMIC & INDIAN 
COINAGE 

Our Specialty 

®e 
For Serious Col/eewrs - O("("(lsi""(11 Lists 

WILLIAM B. WARDE N, JR. 
P.O. BOX 356 

NEW HOPE, PA 18938 
telephone/fax (2 15) 297-5052 

PHOTOGRAPH A.NA 

your coins instantly fMmoor 

in color or black & white 
• Sharp imagesOf"l standard 

311'2 , • 114 Polaroid ",inl 

• No focusing , ",eset 1"fIling 

• Two acljusla t>le , i,es; Actua l 
Size Of 50% Enlar9"ment lor 
fine deta~ 

• Pf1otO\lrJph bOth skies 01 
coin 00 same Drtll , wf1 ite Of 
black background 

Call or Send 
For Free Brochure 

P.O. Box 2937, Redwood Ci ty, CA 94064 
Phone (41 5) 361-061 8 

BOSTON ... 
Ancient and Foreign Coin 
Mecca af The Northeast.' 

BAY STATE COIN SHOW 
November 22, 23, & 24, 1996 

"57" IlARK PLAZA HOTEL 
Room reservat ions; 617·482- 1800 

Over 30 years ... 
"New England's Largest Coin Show/.'!" 

Bourse space $195 and up. 

Chairman: Ed Aleo 
Box 400, Winchester, MA 01 890 

617-729-9677 

The BeST of The Ce/.nToR 1995 
Nowavailahle ' 

23 great articles and features 
Only $6.95 postpaid 

or order the whole set 
1988-1995 

(8 volumes , over 170 articles) 
$40.00 postpaid 

The CelaroR 
1'.0, Box 123 , Lodi , WI 53555 

(608) 592·4684 
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Professional Directory 

KEY MARKET KNOWLEDGE 
We provide clients a /,rinted re/1Ort 0/ 
Prices Realiud/or any Greek, Roman 
Repub/inm. ur Roman III1~rial coin. 
Our database covers 200 major sales 
held worldwide since 1972, WId is 
cOlllinually updmed. Use arrr Sert'ice 
brjore bidding in a sale. 0111' re{1Or/s 
can help identify coins 111m are I,mler' 
or o~ervalued when compared 10 a sale 
catalog's 101 eSl imale. Queries are $25 
(U.S.) each. Bulk discounts QI'ai/ub /e. 
No computer IS needed 

NUMISMA l i e ARCHI VES fl 
BOX 173, Ll'nLETON, CO 
80160-0173 USA 

PHONE/FAX (303)-688-8236 

Spencer PecK. 'ElL 'D. 
9{y.mismo.tic Services 

ANA LM 4334 

Acquisitions - Liquidations 
Research - Representation 

Appraisals for Charitable Donation, 
Equitable Distribution, Estate, 

Insurance, Trust, and IRS purposes. 

Accredited Member 
American Society of Appraisers 

Information on request 

P.O. Box 526 
Oldwick, NJ 08858 

(906) 236-2880 

Check out these rates! 

page 

1/6 Page - $69 

1/3 Page - $126.50 

1/2 Page - $184 

Full Page - $368 
(single insertion prepaid rates) 

Annual contract & 
multiple insertion 

discounts available 

Targeted directly 
to collectors 

of ancient and 
medieval coins 
and antiquities. 

Call or write for more information 
or a copy of our current rale card! 

The CeLaTOl<. 
P.o. Box 123, Lodi, WI 53555 

(608) 592·4684 



Paid Advertisement 

~e (!E)lbe 1iacke ~aige 
Dear Celator Reader: 

Having just come back from Long Beach, I thought it 
appropriate to bring my faithful readers up-to-speed on 
the ancient market as I perceive it. The big talk of the 
show was that I managed to sell three Syracusan 
dekadrachms (2 Euainetos & 1 Kimon) to the same c l i­
ent at the same time_ I must admit that this feat im­
pressed even me, and I am not easily impressed (espe­
cially by myself) . The buyer was a well-known Beverly 
Hills gallery owner who admitted buying them for one cli­
ent. I have looked through the back issues of The Celator 
for the past year or so and can not find it, but I am sure 
th at I made some sort of snide comment (my gosh can 
you imagine that) about Madonna buying dekadrachms. 
Now I am beginning to wonder if my acknowledged psy­
chic abilities were right on the mark. Is it possible that 
these dekadrachms will be used for some sort of cos­
tume (it boggles the imagination how) for the "Madonna 
Dekadrachm Tour"? Obviously this is a joke (attention 
denizens of rural Cantons), as I have no idea for whom 
they were for .. 

Ron Gill io has really gone out-of-his-way to jazz up 
the Long Beach Expo, and has put his money-where-his­
mouth-is. The place really looked snazzy with banners, 
large signs, easy to locate aisle numbering, and a 4 foot 
color photo of a shekel of Tyre right over Glenn Schinke's 
table. II makes the place look great, and perception is 
often what influences buyers to come to an even!. He is 
lurning this show into a collectors shOw, which I think is 
great , adding areas lor old Rock-n-Aoll records, traditional 
Victorian antiques, autographs, etc. This was once the 
top private show(s) in the country and I am hoping that 
this status will return. Of cou rse, all "da guys" we re there, 
il not at a table, then worki ng-the-floor (I am obviously 
enamored with hyphens this issue). I was able to locate 
some really neat coins, and quite a number of them were 
sold at my table within 24 hours. It was also a pleasure to 
have Jonathan & Monica Kern right in back of me as they 
brought their relatively new daughter Athena with them, 
and she is just a delightful child. Not that my two daugh­
ters were not delightful as children, but after a 5 day show 
I think that I would have been looking for a nearby ice 1I0e 
to put them on, but again maybe she was so delightful 
because it was not my kid. Anyway, I look forward to 
future shows over the years so we can all watch her grow. 
I just hope my stuffed platypus makes it (don't even try to 
figure out this one Alan). 

I sold many more coins for decent fou r figure prices 
(mean ing over $1 ,000) than I have in recent shows. In 
fact, it seemed that collectors were looking for coins that 
they had been holding back on. A Pescennius Niger 
denarius sold to a collector whose comment was that it 
was time that he bite-the-bullet and finally get the missing 
piece. A denarius of Pertinax and a magnificent sestertius 
of Galba went similar routes. I believe that prices have 
stabilized now that the better coins and most of the dross 
from the NFAIAthena Fund holdings have been disposed 

of, and as collectors realize that now is the time to add 
those few pieces that they have been holding back on . 

Just as I am catching my breath, I now have the NY 
Spring Inl'l., and then foll owing, the Baltimore (Atlantic 
Rarities) show. I think this will give me a really good idea 
of what is going on, enough so to mull it over, during the 
summer months, when the show circuit goes mercifully 
quiet (except for the ANA in Denver, which will be also 
predictably quiet). II is during the summer that we actu­
ally get a chance to work on all the other areas Ihat we do 
business in. Slamps, autographs, political items, sports 
memorabilia, paper money, etc. If you have material hang­
ing about which is of no particular use to you, and is gath­
ering mildew and dust, give some thought to cashing in 
and using those funds for your "t rue love", ancienl coins. 
We have done very well for some of our collector clien­
tele who have had stuff from "Uncle Ned" silling about for 
"dog's years" and had no idea of the value which we 
unhesitantly paid. Even though we "Iowadacoins", we 
still have to locate material for and pamper all of our cli­
ents who do not necessarily locus on ancients (although 
it boggles the imagination that such people actually ex­
ist) . 

I of cou rse read with interest the "front page", which 
often seems to be a mirror image of "Ye Backe Paige". 
Having ~upper with Wayne Sayles at a favorite Greek 
emporium (also Nick, Bill, Paul and the usual cast of 
rascall ions), I decided to challenge the past editorial , and 
Wayne, in his fatherly way, told me I was a slight idiot, 
and after some thought and a bit more 01 the 
taramasalade, decided he did indeed have a poinl. We 
saw the same behavior at the premiere auction of the Hunt 
Brothers. at the same auction house, Sotheby's, in June 
1990. as we did at the recent "Jackie 0" extravaganza. 
Go back and review this catalogue and the prices real­
ized, and try to figure out if they can ever recoup what 
th ey paid? Or can their grandchildren ever recoup? Now 
if I can only figure out who would generate this type of 
maniacal behavior if I was able to get them to claim that 
they owned all of the antoniniani that are lying about my 
cabinets? 

Upcoming Show Schedule; 

Greater Chicago Coin Expo, Chicago. July 18:20th. "The 
Navy Pier" Convention Center. new show, warm tempera­
tures, 3 day, note Thurs.-Sat. (no Sunday show), show hours 
10-6,10-5 on Sal. , we have table 906. Show us your sup­
port and not have to wear layers of clothing- come-on­
out!! 

!bt. d/motd cR. dcufo," 
Rare Coins & Classical Arts Ltd_ 
"Specialists in Museum Quality Coins" 

Member: ANA, ANS, SAN, AINA, tNS, Ex-Fellow RN S 

P.O. Box 374 
South Orange, NJ 07079 
Phone: (201) 761-0634 
Fax: (201) 761-8406 

"At the Ga llery" 
111 South Orange Ave. 

South Orange, NJ 07079 
Phone: (201) 762-1588 
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Celator Classifieds 
Rates: $5.00 for the first 20 words, 20c each additional word . 

Se lling Roman CQllection. First 12 
Caesars in gold $44.000: silver $4 ,000. 
100 Republican silvcrdcnari i $4 ,000. 
10 nicc Republican dcnari i, 15 ok Re­
publ ican denarii, 15 Imperi al dcnari i, 
25 scst.-dup.-as, 600 latc Roman , or 
10 Alexandrian silve r te tradrac hms 
$400. Photo froni/back S5. Or. Smith. 
7910 Frost SI.. #209. Sun Diego, CA 
92123. 6 19-454-921 4. 

MEDIEVAL COINS OF AUSTRIA 
- ( 11 56-15 21) by Szcgo. Avai lable 
July 1996, 100+ pages, s ubs tantial 
plates, history, $15.00 (prepublica tion 
$12.00), A lso Medieva l Braclatcs 
$12.00; Med ieva l Ibe ria n Coi nage 
$ 15.00. Sanford Durst, II Clinton 
Avenue, Rockvi lle Cen tre. NY 11570. 

Ancient Greek, Roma n, medieval Is­
la lll ic coins. Nice coins, no junk. 
Sta mp fo r list. Dan Farek. Box 12 12. 
Be llaire, T X 77402-121 2. 

Ancient and Med ieva l coi ns and a n­
tiq ui ties. All c ultures. 30th year in 
the trade. Free li st ings. Classica An­
tiqui ties, P.O. Box 175-TC, Kirkville, 
NY 13201-0175; (31 5) 687-0036/ 
(3 15) 457-7249. 

The Other Ancients: Mideast. Asia. 
Orient. Free catalog, Huge book stoc k 
too. Seon Semans, BOll 22849P. Se­
altle, WA 98 122; (206) 322-41 80. 

STILL LOOKING for a speci al book 
on ancien t or foreign coins? We stoc k 
over 1.000 di fferent titles. Pl ease 
write: A.G. van der Dusse n. Hond­
st raat 5. 621 1 HW Maastricht. Neth­
erlands. 

Greek, Roman, Medieval coi ns. 
Monthly catalogs with very reasonable 
p rices and d iscounts issued for 28 
years. Fra ncis J . Rath, Box 266, 
Youngstown, NY 14 174. 

BIBLICAL RELATED COINS by .James B. Lovette 
For COIN Collectors & BIBLE students 

THE ONLY BOOK LIKE IT '" 24 YEARS PREPARATION $25.00 
Hardback-2 10 pages, 567 piclUres, 2 maps & index 

236 Places, Persons & Things related 10 Bible 
• BIBLICAL PASSAGE(s) • COINAGE~when coins were minted 
• PRIC E RANGE~si lver & base metal • PICTURES OF COINS 
NOTE· ANA MUSEUM FUND GETS PROCEEDS ABOVE ACTUA l. COST 
JAM ES B. LOVETTE phone 501 -376-3686 ti l l lpm CST 
117 N. PARK ra> 501-376-368924 hours 
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72205 W HOLESALE-please write 

The Be!it of The Celator 
Winner offive Numismatic Literary Guild Awards! 

An a nnual compil a ti on of each year's best artic les! 

Order the Best oJTlze Celator - 1995, 
Jor ollly $6.95 postpaid! 

Special OJJer: All eight Best oj's, 88·95 $40.00 postpaid 
Over 170 Great Articles and Features! 

Order from The Cclator, P.O. Box 123, Lo(li, WI 53555 • (608) 592-4684 
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Aging but a miable collector now 
part-time dealer will bu y, sell. or trade 
ancien ts and world co ins. Art Noot, 
N-3166 Jo h nson Rd. , Winter, W I 
54896-7503. Emai l: a.noot @genie. 
geis.com@ in et# 

SHARE YOUR I NTERESTS. 
Anc ic nt Numismatic Co llec to rs, P.O. 
BOll 5 15 , Ov id , M ic h 48866 USA is 
the club for cl assic ists that pa id for 
articl es o n Flore ntine gold , Pto lemaic 
bronzes, solidi o f Constan tine, attri ­
bution challe nges, th e Se\'erans, and 
more. Du es are US$20 pe r year. 
Members advertise free. Only mem­
bers can ad vert ise. Every issue is a 
cl ub meeting. 

BULK LOTS Anc ient Roman bronze 
co ins. Buy di rect from the source of 
supply, just imported , have not been 
p icked over. Average condit io n fai r, 
good, VO & fine. Sol d " AS IS", no 
returns. 100 for $68 , 200 for $ 125. 
F rancis Rath, P.O. Box 266, Youn g­
stown , NY 14174 . 

CLEAN I NG & PRESERVATION 
OF COINS AN D MEDALS , now in 
eight h pri nting, 120 pages o f chemi~ 
cal, mechanical, and eleclrolytic meth­
od s of c lea ning coins. A must fo r 
ev e ry Class ic a l Num ismatic Li­
brary~$16.00 postpaid . Comp lete list 
500 Class ica l Nu m isma tic Books 
51.50 postage. Sanford Durs t, 11 
Cli nton Avenue, Roc kvil le Centre, NY 
11570. 

Store your magazines in Cor dex 
binders . Euch b inde r holds 12 issues 
of TheCelator. Brow n lealhc rc lle fin­
ish wi th gold stamped spine. $10 each 
postpaid (U.S. and Canada. elsewhere 
add $5 per order for shipping. Order 
from The Cclator, P.O. Box 123, Lodi, 
WI 53555; phone (608) 592-4684. 

July 96 
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"Daedalus" 



® (!loin ®alleries 
is pleased ta annaunce its regular SUMMER MAIL BID SALE 

ANCIENT AND MODERN COINS OF 
THE WORLD 

AND THE UNITED STATES 

Closing Date: Wednesday, July 17, 1996 

Over 550 Lots of Greek, Roman and Byzantine Coins 

FEATURING: 

• Greek, Roman and Byzantine Gold coins; 

• A fine offering of Greek Silver and Bronze coins; 

• Roman Republican coins; 

• An extensive offering of Roman Imperial Silver 
and Bronze coins. 

Ancient coins for every interest and pocketbook 

Profusely Illustrated Catalogues Available Now! 

The Price of $10.00 
Includes the Prices Realized 

Coin Galleries has been conducti ng Mail Bid Auctions featuring Ancient coins for over 40 years. O Uf sales are quanerly. in the 
Spring, Summer. Fall and Winler, with the next onc scheduled for November, 1996. Those wishing to consign material should con­
tact us as soon as possible. Coins (or inclusion in our November sale should be in our hands no later than August 16. 1996. 

The Ancient and Foreign Department of Stack's 

123 West 57th Street New York, NY 10019 

Telephone: (2 t2) 582-5955 FAX: (2 12) 245-5018 
(212) 582-2580 (2 12) 582-1946 

r------------------, 
1 It rJ / "'·1 1 dJh~' @Ilin ~ullmes 1 
1 t 23 West 57th St. 1 
1 New York, NY lOO t9 1 
I Enclosed please find $10.00 for your Ju ly 17. 1996 Mail Bid Sale I 

Catalogue and list of Prices Rcal iud (aner sale). 
1 1 
1 Name 1 
I Street I 
I City Slate Zip I 

~------------------~ 



CNG AUCTIONS GET RESULTS! 

PRESENTED HERE ARE JUST A FEW HIGHLIGHTS 

FROM OUR DECEMBER 1995 SALE 
This sale of 2542 lots, which included coins from several important 

collections, netted over $1.5 million exclusive of buyer's fees. 

PARTHIAN KINGS, Arsakes I 
238-211 BC. AR Drachm (4.09 gm) 

Shore 1, (This Coin) , EF 

Estimated at $5,000 

Realized $22,000 

JUDAEA, First Jewish War 
Year 2, (67 CE), AR Sheke l (14.13 gm) 

Hendin 121 . Choice EF 
Estimated at $2,000 

Realized $3,080 

THRACE, Abdera 
ca. 4 11-386 Be, AR Tetradrachm ( 12.67 gm) 

May 395, Toned EF 

Estimated at $ 10,000 

Realized $11,550 

BRUTTIUM, The Bretti 
ca. 215·205 Be, AE Sex lens (14.65 gm) 

SNG ANS 96, EF, ex Garrett 
Estimated at $1,000 

Realized $2,420 

YOUR COINS WILL RECEIVE OUR CAREFUL AND SERIOUS ATTENTION 
Call or write to either our U.K. or U.S. office for information about consigning 

entire collections or select individual pieces to one of our highly successful auctions: 

Seaby Coins 
Eric 1- McFadden, Senior Director 

14 Old Bond Street 
London WIX 30B, United Kingdom 
(0171) 495-1888, Fax (0171) 499·5916 

Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 
Victor England, Senior Director 

Post Office Box 479 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17608-0479 USA 

(717) 390-9]94, Fax (717) 390-9978 


